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“Fostering love of and pride in Australian Citizenship”
Junior secondary students are expected to :

• research the work of a non-government organisation, 
philanthropist, community group or religious group and 
how and why they contribute to the Australian 
community

• explore ways that individuals contribute to civic life (for 
example, by volunteering services to charities and service 
groups, becoming a Justice of the Peace, making 
submissions to public enquiries, attending public 
meetings, serving on local government bodies and 
providing voluntary help at schools and nursing homes)

• discuss how the Australian Honours System recognises, 
celebrates and says thank you to those who make a 
difference and serve others

• understand how the Australian Honours System works, 
including the types of awards and how they are 
announced and presented



The Order of Australia

• The Order of Australia is an order of chivalry 
established on 14 February 1975 by Elizabeth II, 
Queen of Australia. 

• It's about recognising those people in the 
community whose service and contributions 
have had the effect of making a significant 
difference to Australian life or, more broadly, 
to humanity at large.
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The Order of Australia

• The Order recognises Australian citizens 
and other persons for outstanding 
achievement and contributions or 
meritorious service to Australia or 
humanity.

• Post nominals : AC, AO, AM, OAM

• The Chancellor of The Order of 
Australia  is the Governor General 
of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
His Excellency General the 
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (ret’d)



The Order of Australia Association

is an association of recipients of awards in the Order.

The objects are: 

• to raise public awareness about the Order of Australia and 
promote high quality nominations for honours and awards 
that reflect the diversity of the Australian community; 

• to support young Australians as they prepare for their 
careers and encourage them in service to the nation; and 

• to provide opportunities for recipients of honours and 
awards in the Order of Australia to build networks with other 
recipients.



Why do societies have 
Honours Systems?

• Do you think it is a good idea to 
have awards and honours 
systems?

• Does your school have an 
honours award(s)? 

• What are the awards for?



The Australian Honours System celebrates the outstanding achievements and 
contributions of Australians in a diverse range of fields and areas of endeavour.

When are these Awards announced and how are these Awards presented?

Can you provide an example of a “local” individual who has been recognized 
with the Order of Australia for his or her contribution to civic life?

What sort of actions, service or activities do YOU think should be recognised
by the Order of Australia?

If you want to nominate somebody for the Order of Australia, how would you 
go about it? 

Do you 
recognize 
these famous 
Australians?



Can you think of a 
person whom you 
think should be 
nominated for an 
Order of Australia 
Award?

For this person, how would you go about 
collecting the information you need to complete 
the online nomination form  including :

• A short case of why/who you are 
nominating:
• Examples of how they have 

demonstrated outstanding qualities
• What they have done to make things 

better for others
• The role(s) or area(s) in which they 

have excelled
• The period of time, or dates of service 

(if known)
• Evidence of other awards or 

recognition received by the nominee

• Names and contact details four referees.



Thank you

Any questions or 
comments?


