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1.  Summary  
 

It is with pleasure that I present the fortieth (40
th

) Annual Report of the Queensland 

Branch of The Order of Australia Association in my first year as Chairman. 
 

It has been a year unlike any other in our four decade history with the COVID 19 

worldwide pandemic taking centre stage and as a consequence curtailing a number of our 

regular annual activities.  

 

It is appropriate to mention here at the start of reporting, the awe and respect in which I 

hold the individuals and communities of Queensland for their compliance with the many 

edicts issued by authorities to ensure our safety and wellbeing in the face of this deadly 

pandemic assault. The undoubted success and manifestation of this whole of society 

uptake and alignment with designated protocols is to be found in the metrics, viz. 

 

Total cases:  1,347       Cases per 1M:  269          Deaths : 6           (Queensland) 

                       29.002                               1130                        909       (Australia) 

                       116M                                 14,978                    2.59M   (World) (at 7 March 2021) 

 

I am proud to be a Queenslander. 

 

Despite the imposed constraints on face to face meetings, social distancing and travel, the 

viability of the Association within Queensland, together with a strong commitment to 

serving our dispersed membership was maintained. This was effected by a dedicated and 

always enthused Branch Committee and the Regional Conveners. We found new means of 

keeping in personal touch with our constituents (WhatsApp and the like) and holding 

virtual Branch meetings via ZOOM. Our first joint meeting between Branch Committee and 

Regional Conveners was facilitated on the ZOOM platform. TEAMS was the preferred app 

with National office.   

 

Little did we realise that our 2020 Annual General Meeting and Annual Dinner on 24 

February would soon be followed by March lockdowns across Australia.  Just before the 

boom was lowered, 45 members attended a lunch at Bongaree on Bribie Island and our 

Branch participated in the Commonwealth Day Multi-Faith Service conducted by the 

Victoria League for Commonwealth Friendship, Brisbane at St John’s Cathedral on 9 

March. Then started the lean period with Government House Investitures markedly 

reduced to almost on an individual private basis and meeting venues closed for neigh six 

months.  Resurgence began on 14 September when easing of restrictions enabled our 

Central Queensland Regional Group to conduct an excellent lunch at Rockhampton with 

35 members in attendance.   This was followed by, 

 
• 50 members lunching at Birtinya, Sunshine Coast on 29 October 2020; 

• 71 members attending morning tea at the Gardens Club in the Brisbane City 

Botanic Gardens on 26 November 2020; 

• 57 members meeting for lunch at the Downs Club, Toowoomba on 16 December 

2020;   
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• 171 guests including 47 new award recipients attending a Welcome Celebratory 

Lunch for 2020 Award Recipients at Kedron Wavell Services Club, Brisbane on 10 

February 2021. 

• 63 guests including 2 new award recipients meeting for Lunch at Gunabul 

Homestead, Gympie on 4 March 2021. 

 

Thus we ended the reporting year on a high note with a “flurry” of events which gave a lot 

of cheer to members who had before September, been starved of social interaction.    

 

The Branch also finished the financial calendar year on a sound high as reported 

separately by our efficient Treasurer Ronda Nix OAM. I thank her for her meticulous 

oversight and assistance with event bookings.  

 

Association merchandise sales took place at several events during 2020 as a useful service 

to members.  My thanks to Paula Penfold AM, the merchandising officer for maintaining 

this service with help from husband Graham Hyde OAM. 

 

Two casualties of the pandemic in 2020 were the Queen’s Birthday Dinner and the annual 

Secondary Schools Citizenship Awards presented at Parliament House. I am pleased, 

however, to report that the Queensland Branch intends to revive both in 2021, with 

Tattersalls Club booked for 14 June for hosting the former with the Victoria League for 

Commonwealth Friendship, Brisbane.  

 

The Queensland Branch Committee continued to meet each month, seven by ZOOM  

technology and five in-person at the Toowong Brisbane City Council library. The Branch 

decided to purchase ZOOM –Pro given its demonstrated usefulness.  

  

There was a successful inaugural combined meeting of the Branch Committee and 

Regional Conveners held on line using ZOOM for Meetings on 9 December 2020.  Nine 

Committee members and four of the 8 Regional Conveners attended.  All in attendance, 

particularly the Regional Conveners, voted this communication channel and airing of 

challenges such a great success that another such meeting is planned later this year.  

  

The following are the highlights of the activities of the Queensland Branch since the 

previous Annual General Meeting (AGM) held in February 2020 and leading up to tonight’s 

AGM. 

         
  

2.  The 2020 Queensland Branch Committee  
 

The following members of the Association were elected to the Branch Committee at the 

40
th

 Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 24 February 2020. 
 
 

• Chairman: Dr Gary Bacon AM  

• Deputy Chairman:   Dr Mick Davis AM ASM 

• Secretary:  Mr Ross Patching OAM 

• Treasurer: Mrs Ronda Nix OAM 
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         Other members of the Committee (Committee appointed roles in brackets) 
 

• Dr Carol Cox AM ( Regional Groups Coordinator) 

• Mrs Marjorie Voss OAM    

• Mrs Kathy Wooldridge OAM   

• Mr Darryl Seccombe OAM (Membership Officer) 

• Mr Graham Hyde OAM  ( Newsletter Editor) 

• Ms Paula Penfold AM  (Merchandise Officer); 

• Peter McMurtrie AO KStJ  (subsequently elected as Queensland Branch Nominated 

Director on the National Board)     
 

Associate Professor John Harden AM – The By Laws at the time provided John automatic 

membership on the Branch Committee for one year as the Immediate Past Chairman of 

the Queensland Branch.  
 

Mr Geoff Cowles OAM - The Branch Committee at its meeting held on 11 March 2020 co-

opted Geoff onto the Branch Committee as Events and Awards Coordinator (Metro) in 

accord with the then By Law 20.8 (h). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With the agreement of all the Committee, brief Bios were written and entered into the 

Queensland Section of the OAA web site for the information of the Queensland Branch 

membership.  These are attached as Appendix B on page 25.  It is my intention, with the 

consent of the new Committee, to expand these Bios to include the Regional Conveners in 

2021.  In addition, Position Descriptions were compiled for all Branch Committee positions 

so that current and future incumbents have an aide-memoire re duties expected. There 

were thirteen well attended committee meetings throughout the year. In addition, 

business was transacted “out of session” via “flying minutes” as well as email 

communication with all committee members. 

         

 
The 2020 elected Committee introduced at the AGM on 24 February 2020 

 From L – R – Darryl Seccombe OAM; Graham Hyde OAM; 

Paula Penfold AM, Marjorie Voss OAM; Ronda Nix OAM; Dr Mick Davis AM  

ASM; Peter McMurtrie AO KStJ; Kathy Wooldridge OAM; Dr Gary Bacon AM;  

Dr Carol Cox AM; Ross Patching OAM.  Additional Committee members -Left 

Insert  Associate Professor John Harden AM (automatic election as Immediate 

Past Chairman).  Right Insert  Geoff Cowles OAM ( co-opted after AGM) 

 

  

Top right – A wired up 

Queensland Branch 

Secretary Ross trying 

to work out Zoom 

connections at the 

November 2020 

Committee meeting in 

the Toowong Library.   

 

Bottom right – A 

moment during the 

September 2020 

Committee meeting 

conducted by Zoom 

technology with all 

members working 

from home. 
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3.  The 2020 Regional Group Conveners 
 

I offer my personal thanks to the following members who have continued in their role as 

Regional Group Convener of their respective regional groups throughout 2020.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All Regional Group Conveners have been invited and assisted to attend this Annual 

General Meeting.  Our eight regional groups play a very significant role in servicing 

members and keeping them interested and involved in the Association.   Queensland is a 

very decentralized State with 48.1% of the total Queensland Branch membership (560 out 

of 1163 members) residing outside the Brisbane Metro area in these regions.  The 

importance of having strong regional groups cannot be overstated and the Regional 

Conveners are the “glue” that keeps each Regional Group strong and viable. I thank the 

National Office for such recognition via financial support.   
 

I extend my thanks to Dr Carol Cox AM who took on the role of coordinating the activities 

of the regional groups with drive and enthusiasm, acting as a trusted conduit between the 

Regional Conveners and the Queensland Branch Committee throughout the year.  
 

  

4.  The 2020 Annual Dinner  
 

One hundred and twenty–three guests attended a most enjoyable Annual Dinner on 

Monday 24 February 2020 in the Ballroom at Victoria Park in the Victoria Park Golf 

Complex at Herston in Brisbane.    
 

 As has been past practice, the Annual General Meeting of the Queensland Branch 

preceded the Dinner and was well attended by forty-one Association members.  
 

This year’s colourful guest speaker was Bill Kitson PSM, one of Queensland’s best known 

surveyors and a highly respected spatial historian.  Bill spoke on the topic “Surveying 

Heritage, Our Glorious Past’. Bill proved to be a highly effective communicator.  His 

passion for preserving surveying heritage and his generosity in sharing his unsurpassed 

knowledge of the spatial industry was very evident. The audience was privileged to see 

first hand some amazing historic photos of early Queensland during Bill’s presentation.  As 

is his want, Bill spoke “off the cuff” and without a lectern.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Regional Group Convener 

Gold Coast  Clive Mitchell-Taylor OAM 

Sunshine Coast  Marjorie Voss OAM 

Darling Downs   Professor Paul McNally OAM 

Wide Bay Burnett   Donna Duncan OAM 

Central Queensland   Wal Taylor OAM 

Mackay Whitsunday   Carmel Daveson AM 

Townsville   David Jackson OAM 

Far North Queensland    Carole Miller OAM 
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At the Dinner three outstanding Queensland senior volunteers received their Queensland 

Branch Senior Volunteer Awards from Michael Rayner AM representing Blight Rayner 

Architecture, the award sponsor. (Refer to separate article on page 15 of this report.     

 

During proceedings the Queensland Branch also recognised the collective long service of 

Associate Professor John Harden AM (retiring Branch Chairman); Emeritus Professor Mary 

Mahoney AO ( retiring Deputy Chairman); Mr Geoff Cowles OAM ( retiring Secretary) as 

well as retiring Committee members Mr Royce Voss OAM, Mr Patrick Galligan OAM and 

Mr Raymond Young OAM.  

         

Three images from the 

Annual Dinner 
 

Top left   Enjoying a pre dinner 

drink on the Ballroom Verandah  

 

Top right – Our colourful guest 

speaker – Bill Kitson PSM – 

speaking splendidly “off the cuff” 

 

Bottom left  A section of the 123 

guests enjoying Bill Kitson’s 

presentation  

The 2020 Annual Dinner - continued 
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5. Queensland Branch celebratory event to 

welcome new 2020 award recipients – 
Wednesday 10 February 2021 
 

It has been usual practice for the Queensland Branch Committee to hold two Welcome 

Celebratory Lunches for Award Recipients each year, one in May at the time of the 

Investitures at Government House for the Australia Day awardees and one in October at 

the time of the Investitures for the Queen’s Birthday awardees.   However, in this most 

unusual year where COVID 19 took the limelight, Government House opted for individual 

Investitures spread across several months of 2020, to meet social distancing protocols, as 

opposed to groups of Investitures over 4 days in May and October.  As a consequence, the 

long established practice of Government House affording the Association VIP status at 

Investitures each year for new award recipients in both the Australia Day and Queen’s 

Birthday Honours also had to be curtailed.         

 

Against this background the Queensland Branch Committee decided to conduct a delayed 

event on 10 February 2021 for both the award recipients from Australia Day and Queen’s 

Birthday 2020 from the greater Brisbane Metro area. 
 

 

Forty-seven of 127 Queensland recipients of Order of Australia Awards in the 2020   

Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday Honours from the Greater Brisbane Metro Area were 

special guests at the Luncheon on Wednesday 10 February 2021 in the Blue Pacific Room, 

Kedron Wavell Services Club, Chermside, Brisbane.  In total, 171 guests were present, 

including recipients, their families and friends and 24 Association members and their 

guests.  26 of the 47 award recipients were from the 2020 Australia Day Honours and 21 

from the Queen’s Birthday Honours.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What a marvelous parade of outstanding Queenslanders on show at the one time – 43 of the 47 award recipients 

from the 2020 Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday Honours, present at The Order of Australia Association, 

Queensland Branch celebratory welcome lunch in the Blue Pacific Room, Kedron Wavell Services Club on Wednesday 

10 February 2021.   
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Acknowledging the uniqueness of the 2020 year and impact on Awardees, the Queensland 

Branch Committee decided, in addition, to welcome local 2020 Awardees at all the 

regional group lunches. These events are described later in this report.  

 

         

 

6.  Queensland Branch Morning Tea  
 

“Coming out of Covid Morning Tea with a Historical Twist” – The 

Gardens Club, Brisbane City Botanic Gardens – Thursday 26 

November 2020 
 

As mentioned previously, following the Annual Dinner and AGM held on 24 February 

2020, no further events were organised by the Queensland Branch Committee for the next 

nine months due to Government public indoor dining restrictions In Queensland designed 

to control the COVID 19 pandemic.  

 

The easing of these restrictions enabled the Queensland Branch to stage its “Coming out 

of Covid Morning Tea with a Historical Twist” on Thursday 26 November 2020 at the 

Gardens Club, located in the beautiful Brisbane City Botanic Gardens.     

 

 The Art Novueau style building used by the Gardens Club is steeped in history.  It was 

built as a curator’s residence in 1908 and is the third home to be built here; the other two 

succumbing to the weather.   During World War II it was used as a ward room for the 

WRAN officers of “HMAS Moreton”.   After the War it was again used as a curator’s 

residence until the 1980s when Harold Caulfield AM, the last curator of these gardens 

Left – Portion of the 171 guests in attendance at the 

Celebratory Welcome Lunch  

Right – The 47 award recipients standing as one to thank the 

Queensland Branch for hosting the event.  

Queensland Branch celebratory event to welcome  

new 2020 award recipients – continued  
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retired.   As part of the 1987 redevelopment, it was remodelled into a restaurant and kiosk 

and was opened in September 1989.  The building’s interior boasts some very endearing 

features.  It is one of Brisbane’s hidden gems. 

 

Seventy-one (71) guests attended, which represented a magnificent turnout for a 

Queensland Branch morning tea.  No doubt this was in part, a response to members 

having been deprived of social interaction for such a long period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our guest speaker, recognized in the 2020 Australia Day Honours, was Dr Denver Beanland 

AM, who, in addition to his distinguished past service to the Queensland Parliament and 

the Brisbane City Council, is also Chairman of the Royal Historical Society Queensland. Dr 

Beanland gave a most interesting and stimulating insight into the first decade of 

Queensland from 1859 to 1870, highlighting the humble beginnings of Queensland and 

the key “movers and shakers” of the day.   

 

This event was just the tonic the Queensland Branch metro members needed after such a 

long period of inactivity.   

 

Top left - The Art Novueau style building used by the Gardens Club is steeped in history. 

Top right – Dr Denver Beanland AM addresses the gathering  

Bottom right – Dr Beanland emphasizes a key point during his address. 

Bottom left – Portion of the 71 guests enjoying fellowship at the morning tea.   
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7.  Regional events in 2020 
 

 7.1 The Sunshine Coast Regional Group Lunch – Wednesday 4 

March 2020      
Just in time before the enforced pandemic lockdowns, the Sunshine Coast Regional Group 

organized an enterprising lunch at Serenity at the Waterways, Bongaree, Bribie Island.    

The event was attended by 45 guests including a good contingent of Queensland Branch 

Committee members who made the trip up to the event from Brisbane to support the 

local group.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest speaker was Mr Gary Voss, a retired Engineer who is a rescue boat skipper with 

VMR Bribie Island and a senior crew trainer for the squadron. He is secretary of the 

Executive Committee of VMR. As well as leading a rescue crew on Bribie Island, Gary is 

involved in the development and delivery of maritime training to VMR squadrons across 

Queensland and regularly leads public safety awareness seminars both at VMR and in the 

community.   His talk about his activities was well received by those present.  

 

         

 

7.2. The Central Queensland Regional Group Lunch- Monday 14 

September 2020   
 

As first Queensland cab off the rank after the enforced hiatus, a full venue of thirty-five 

(35) attendees (members and guests and new award recipients) enjoyed an excellent 

luncheon event organized by Wal Taylor OAM, the Central Queensland Regional Group 

Convener at the Frenchville Sports Club, Rockhampton on Monday 14 September 2020.  

 

Left – Some of the guests in attendance enjoy fellowship over morning tea  

Right – Gary Voss, the guest speaker addresses the gathering. 
Centre -   Allan, on behalf of Allan and Louise, the managers of Serenity at the Waterways receives a Certificate of 

Appreciation from Marjorie Voss OAM, Regional Group Convener.    
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The Central Queensland Regional Group Lunch- Monday 14 September 2020 - continued  
 

Three (3) local 2020 award recipients were welcomed and introduced and their citations 

read out. 
 

The excellent Guest speaker was John Abbott AM, the Chancellor of the Central 

Queensland University and one of the 2020 award recipients present.  He spoke about his 

journey from an engineering graduate to his career in Gladstone and working in power, oil 

and gas and minerals processing before becoming University Chancellor.  He is a 

passionate advocate of regional development and higher education. 

 

During proceedings there was a novel handover ceremony organized by the former 

Regional Group Convener, Ray Young OAM “passing on the baton” to the new Convener 

Wal Taylor OAM who gave a memorable introductory speech to the gathering. 
 

Representing the Queensland Branch Committee at the event were Dr Gary Bacon AM, 

(OAAQ Branch Chairman); Ronda Nix OAM, (OAAQ Branch Treasurer); and Dr Carol Cox 

AM, (OAAQ Regional Groups Coordinator). 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

7.3 The Sunshine Coast Regional Group Lunch – Thursday 29 

October 2020 
 

A full venue of fifty-one (51) attendees (members and guests and new award recipients) 

took part in the lunch organised by Marjorie Voss OAM, the Sunshine Coast Regional 

Group Convener, at the Mercure Sunshine Coast Kawana Waters Hotel at Birtinya, a 

suburb of Kawana Waters on the Sunshine Coast, on Thursday 29 October 2020. Seven (7) 

local 2020 award recipients were welcomed and introduced and their citations read out. 
 

The Guest speaker was Ian Mansfield AM CSC, a consultant specialising in humanitarian 

assistance and post conflict activities, particularly in the field of landmine action, who was 

honoured in the 2010 Queen’s Birthday honours who spoke on the interesting and 

stimulating topic “Stepping into a Minefield.” 

 
 At the Central Queensland Regional Group Lunch – L-R   

Wal Taylor OAM (Regional Group Convener); Ronda Nix  

OAM (Qld Branch Treasurer); Dr Gary Bacon AM (Qld Branch  

Chairman); Dr Carol Cox AM (Regional Groups Coordinator)  

and John Abbott AM (guest speaker)  

 
 During proceedings there was a novel handover 

 ceremony organized by the former Regional 

 Group Convener, Ray Young OAM (left)  “passing  

on the baton” to the new Convener  
Wal Taylor OAM (right) 
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The Sunshine Coast Regional Group Lunch – Thursday 29 October 2020 – continued  

 

There were several members of the Queensland Branch Committee who made the trip up 

from Brisbane to attend the event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.4  The Darling Downs Regional Group Lunch – Wednesday 16 

December 2020 
 

Fifty-seven (57) attendees (members and guests and new award recipients) thoroughly 

enjoyed the lunch organised by Paul McNally OAM, the Darling Downs Regional Group 

Convener, with able assistance from Dr Carol Cox AM, at the historic Downs Club 

(established in 1889) in the Toowoomba CBD on Wednesday 16 December 2020. Seven 

local award recipients (six 2020 awardees from the Darling Downs Region and one 2019 

awardee from Wondai) were welcomed and introduced and their citations read out. 

 

The Guest speaker was Sheena Liley OAM, a trustee and Chair of the Empire Theatre 

Foundation which helps develop performing arts skills in talented youth across the 

Toowoomba region, and one of the 2020 award recipients present.   Sheena gave good 

insight into the effect that the COVID 19 pandemic has had on Toowoomba’s iconic 

Empire Theatre. 

 

Representing the Queensland Branch Committee at the event were Dr Gary Bacon AM, 

(OAAQ Branch Chairman); Ronda Nix OAM, (OAAQ Branch Treasurer); Geoff Cowles OAM, 

(OAAQ Events and Awards Coordinator [Metro]) and the local Dr Carol Cox AM (OAAQ 

Regional Groups Coordinator). 

 
The seven local 2020 award recipients welcomed at the lunch. 

From L-R Maria Boland OAM; Col Richard Parker AM; Ross Paine  

OAM; Brian Taylor OAM; Fay Baker OAM; Marlene Owen OAM; 

and Kenneth Howes OAM 

 

 
Ian Mansfield AM CSC, the guest speaker is “in full flight” 

during his talk to the gathering. 

 

 
A full venue of 51 attendees at the lunch.  



 The Order of Australia Association -Queensland Branch Annual Report 2020- page 14 of 32 pages 

The Darling Downs Regional Group Lunch – Wednesday 16 December 2020- continued  

The Group was very privileged to be able to hold the event in the historic Downs Club.  For 

many years, this former private club was “off limits” to the general public but is now 

available to interested outside groups for social events.  The late Victorian building is fully 

restored but still retains the elegance and charm of an earlier era.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

7.5  Sunshine Coast Regional Group Lunch – Thursday 4 March 2021 

Sixty-three (63) attendees thoroughly enjoyed the lunch held in Gympie at Gunabal 

Homestead, a magnificent “Queenslander” built in 1885, complete with an imposing 

verandah overlooking a scenic golf course.  The event took place in the very ornate 

functions room with its 13 foot ceilings.     

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
The seven local 2020 award recipients welcomed at the 

Lunch.  From L-R  Lorne Apelt OAM; Gary Briggs OAM; 

Dr Ken Jackson OAM; Sheena Liley OAM, Elaine Madill  

OAM, James Massey OAM and Maryanne Walsh OAM. 

 

 

 

 

Left – The Downs 

Club’s splendid 

exterior  

Below –Guest 

speaker – Sheena 

Liley OAM  

Right - Some of 

the guests enjoy a 

pre -lunch drink 

in the ornate 

dining room  

The guest speaker was Brian Taylor OAM, a local author, who shared stories about his 

incredibly interesting life as a drover, stockman, fencer, shearer and saddler and his 

involvement in the development and mapping of the Bicentennial National Trail.  Two 

(2) local 2020 award recipients were welcomed and introduced and their citations read 

out and a special guest was Glen Hartwig, the Mayor of Gympie Regional Council.   

 

 

 
Gunabal Homestead, a magnificent 

 “Queenslander” built in 1885 

 
 Welcoming two new local award  

Recipients  L-R- Dr Gary Bacon AM, Qld.  

Branch Chairman; Elva Henderson OAM 

and Christian Lhotka OAM ( the awardees)  

Marjorie Voss OAM, Sunshine Coast 

Regional Group Convener and  Glen Harwig 

Mayor, Gympie Regional Council. 

 
Brian Taylor OAM, the 

Guest speaker 
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8.  2020 Senior Volunteer Awards   

 

The Association continued its Senior Volunteer Awards program in 2020.  

 

The judging panel for the 2020 awards consisted of Dr Mick Davis AM ASM (Chairman), 

Professor Paul McNally OAM, and Mrs Kathy Wooldridge OAM.  The panel has selected 

three worthy volunteers to receive this Award.  My thanks to Mick, Paul and Kathy for 

agreeing to be on the judging panel this year.  The Awardees will be announced and 

presented with their awards during the Annual Dinner tonight.   
 

The purpose of the Senior Volunteer Awards is to recognise outstanding voluntary 

contributions made by Queensland Seniors to their communities, independently or 

through organisations with which they are associated.  Any current member of The Order 

of Australia Association, Queensland Branch, residing in Queensland may nominate a 

volunteer who is 60 years or older.    
 

I encourage members of the Association to nominate worthy senior volunteers in 2021.   
 

I also wish to acknowledge the continuing generous sponsorship of the awards received 

from Blight Rayner Architects and particularly Michael Rayner AM, a director of the 

company and strong supporter of these awards. 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At the Annual Dinner at the Victoria Park Ballroom on 24 February 2020.  Flanked by the Queensland 

Branch Chairman, Dr Gary Bacon AM ( far left) and the Awards sponsor Michael Rayner AM from 

Blight Rayner, Architects (far right) are the three winners of the 2020 Senior Volunteer Awards, from L-

R – Marion Emery, Yeronga; Ken Mewburn OAM (Caloundra) * and Joyce Ridgway (Harristown).   

 

* Note:  Ken Mewburn OAM received his OAM in the 2021 Australia Day Honours after receiving his Senior 

Volunteer Award. 



 The Order of Australia Association -Queensland Branch Annual Report 2020- page 16 of 32 pages 

 9.   Membership Trends  
  

9.1  Membership uptake by new award recipients  
 

There were 237 Queensland recipients who received awards in the Order of Australia in 

2020 and 84 of these are now members of The Order of Australia Association. This 

represents 35.4% of the total number of 2020 Queensland recipients joining the 

Association compared with 41% last year (118 of 268 recipients joining).  This decrease in 

membership uptake of 5.6% can be attributed in part to the extended period of event 

inactivity within the Queensland Branch due to the pandemic and the resultant need to 

delay our Celebratory Welcome lunches.  
 

 We welcomed 65 Queensland 2020 recipients at lunches and of these 32 (49.2%) are 

members. In 2019 the percentage of lunch recipients joining was 78.9%.   Given the 

challenges of this year this lower than previous uptake of lunch recipients joining the 

Association is acceptable.   

 

9.2  Current Queensland Branch Member statistics as at March 

2021   
 

As at 7 March 2021 there were 1163 current members of the Queensland Branch.  The 

following table provides a breakdown of the various types of current memberships, with 

corresponding statistics as reported in the previous Annual Report in February 2020, in 

brackets. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As at 7 March 2021 a pleasing 1031 members out of the total of 1163 members (88.6%) 

have provided email addresses for the membership database.  Broadcast emails are the 

preferred means of communicating upcoming events and Association news to the wider 

membership. 
 

March 2021 

 

February 2020  

 

Type of membership Number % of total 

current 

members 

Number % of total 

current 

members 

Paid life members  646 55.5%  ( 663 )  ( 58.5% ) 

Life members by installment  11 1% ( 7 )  ( 0.6% ) 

Annual Members  341 29.3% ( 336 ) ( 29.6% ) 

Three Year Members  164 14.1% ( 127 )  (11.2% ) 

Honorary Members 

(Governor of Queensland) 

1 0.1% ( 1 )  ( 0.1% ) 

Total Qld Branch Members 1163 100% ( 1134 )  ( 100% ) 
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Darryl Seccombe OAM has worked with the National office on tracking additions and 

removals from the membership data lists and I record my thanks. 
 

Geoff Cowles OAM, the Events and Awards Coordinator (Metro), has updated his 

statistical tables relating to membership uptake of new award recipients, compiled over 

the past 5 years, which are appended to this report on page 21 as Appendix A.  Added to 

these statistics are tables showing the ratio of male and female award recipients and the 

number of awardees by Queensland regions over the same 5 year period. 
 
 

         
 

 

10.  Queensland Branch Communications   
 

10.1 The Order Magazine   
 

Newsworthy articles for the dedicated three pages assigned to the Queensland Branch in 

each of the four editions of the national magazine The Order continued to be produced to 

a high standard.  Our pages have been well received by the Queensland membership and 

interested members from other Branches.   Out of interest, 36% of Queensland Branch 

members have chosen to receive The Order electronically.   

 

Graham Hyde OAM continued as Editor of the Queensland Branch pages of The Order and 

I thank Graham for his dedication in this role. 
 

10.2 Communicating to members via Communiqués from the 

Queensland Branch Chairman   
 

 To supplement the quarterly communication members receive via The Order National 

magazine, I have been sending out short Communiqués via broadcast emails, some with 

additional attachments, to Queensland members at various times throughout 2020.      

This has proved a means to bring newsy items of interest to the attention of members 

that would not be possible to convey in a timely fashion within The Order magazine.  A 

core theme concentrated on the pandemic and its effects, reminding members to keep 

in safe contact with those in the community who needed support and observe 

Government directions and any restrictions imposed at the time.  
 

Communiqués were sent out in March, May, July and September 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Covers of The Order Magazines – left:  May 2020 and Right: November 2020 

Portion of 1
st
  page of The Chairman’s Communiqué - September 2020 
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10.3 Communicating to members via the Association website  

 
The Queensland segment of the OAA National website was maintained with material 

provided to the national webmaster by Geoff Cowles OAM (OAAQ Events and Awards 

Coordinator).  The website contains lots of advice about upcoming events and our two 

awards as well as listing the Branch Chairman’s quarterly Communiqués.  Pictorial records 

of recent past events have been added and archival material has been kept up to date as 

far as is practicable.    
 

I urge members to make it a habit to visit our website from time to time at 

http://theorderofaustralia.asn.au to keep up to date with what is happening in the 

Association, particularly national matters.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

10.4 Purchase of a Queensland Branch Promotional Banner   
 

The Queensland Branch Committee has been keen for some time to participate in an 

Anzac Day March.  We agreed that an approach be made to the Anzac Day March 

Committee to try to have the Queensland Branch included in the 2020 Parade.   All those 

plans were turned upside down due with the Anzac Day March being cancelled in 

Brisbane in 2020.  

 

Nevertheless the Queensland Branch Committee agreed to proceed with the purchase 

of an impressive promotional banner for the dual purposes of using this at selected 

events and for a possible future Anzac Day March or other outside events the Branch 

may care to organize in the future.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Queensland Branch Home page at  

https://theorderofaustralia.asn.au/queensland/about-us/ 
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 10.5  Queensland Branch and COVID 19 Plans   
 

The welfare of our members and friends is paramount and thus the Queensland Branch 

took most seriously the need to acknowledge and conform to regulations relating to the 

use of COVID 19 Plans.  

 

To this effect we insisted that all activities that were conducted under the banner of 

OAA Queensland required the event organizer to formally report in accordance with the 

National Office COVID plan, the modified Queensland Branch COVID Plan and conformity 

with the venue obligations certified under State Medical Officer protocols.  

 

         
 

11. Queensland Branch Activity at the 

National Level  
 

 Our representation on the National Board has been continued by Peter McMurtrie AO  

KStJ who was nominated by the Queensland Branch Committee to be the Queensland 

Branch Nominated Director on the National Board.   Thank you Peter for carrying out this 

essential task for the Queensland Branch members. 
 

Graham Hyde OAM, a member of our Queensland Branch Committee, was appointed  in 

July 2020 as National Secretary to fill the casual vacancy that existed for the position.  He 

is expected to seek election to the position at the coming National elections.  

Congratulations Graham on accepting this important national position.  

 

During 2020 the governance documents for the Association (the Constitution and By-

Laws) continued to be reviewed and the Queensland Branch Committee had input into the 

review process taking every opportunity to make comment on various drafts of these 

documents when invited to do so.   The new Constitution was approved at a special 

National Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) held virtually via TEAMS platform on 17 

December 2020.  The By Laws were adopted by the National Board on 21 December 2020. 

 

It is with regret that due to the pandemic the much anticipated Darwin National 

Conference scheduled in May had to be cancelled.  I am aware that quite a number of 

Queensland members had booked for that event.  However the decision by the National 

Board to cancel the event is perfectly understandable.  A decision was also reached that 

there will be no National Conference during 2021 either, with the next Conference 

scheduled for Canberra in 2022.   

 

12. Closing Remarks 
 

In spite of the obvious and documented challenges encountered, I put to you that the 

Queensland Branch has had a successful year.  The year ahead is full of promise with 

agendas for regional and metro events well into the planning stage.  
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I reiterate my thanks to the members of the Queensland Branch Committee and to the 

Regional Conveners for their enthusiasm, and professionalism during these sometimes 

testing times.  We have a happy, strong, inclusive team dedicated to servicing the 

members and their interests. I would, in particular, thank our Secretary Ross Patching 

OAM who has had to bear the brunt of the myriad of technology and health issues in 

organizing our virtual and in-person meetings. Ross has gone about his work with 

dedication and a minimum of fuss.   
 

2020 was my first year as Chairman of the Queensland Branch.  
 

I had the pleasure of representing the Queensland Branch at three events hosted by the 

Governor of Queensland who is also our Patron, viz. 

• 1 October 2020 – Queen’s Birthday afternoon tea 

• 8 March 2021 - 72
nd

 Commonwealth Day luncheon 

• 15 March 2021 – Launch of the publication ‘The Governors of Modern Queensland’ 
 

The Victoria League for Commonwealth Friendship Brisbane hosted the colourful and 

entertaining 2020 and 2021 Commonwealth Day Multicultural Services at St John’s 

Cathedral which I attended with other Branch Committee members. Our Deputy Chairman 

Dr Mick Davis AM ASM is a fine link between the two organisations as he is a paid up 

senior member of both. 
 

On Australia Day 2021 I gave the formal address at the Caboolture Historical Village 

sponsored by the Light Horse Troop and Military Museum Association. 

 

It is a goal of mine to visit every region and attend at least one of their events. Only three 

of the eight regions have so far been ticked. I do here thank the Conveners of the 

Sunshine Coast, Rockhamption and Darling Downs regions for their kind invitations.  
 

I continue to enjoy the satisfaction and uplift that comes from the privilege of meeting you 

and the many Awardees and Members who are outstanding Australians. When one reads 

of the selfless and commendable contributions each has made to our society, you know 

that any effort expended in their service is just mandatory. The structural fibre of our 

unique country is enhanced by every one of you and your colleagues and associates who 

have been recognized by the award of an Order of Australia. Do not forget the opportunity 

of nominating for award those fellow Australians who by dint of hard work and sacrifice 

have convinced you of their worth and acknowledgement. 
 

In closing I do sincerely thank you for your presence here this evening. I encourage you to 

continue to take an active interest in the Association’s activities and participate in events 

organized for the benefit of members in 2021.   
 

Keep well and safe. 

 

I commend my report to you and move its adoption. 
  
Dr Gary Bacon AM, Chairman 
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    APPENDIX A TO THE 2020 Queensland Branch Annual Report 
 
 

 Item 9, p16 - Membership Trends – Award recipients 2016 through to 2020 
   

Compiled by Geoff Cowles OAM, Events and Awards Coordinator (Metro)   

   

A.  2020  
 

A.1.   Australia Day 2020 only  
 

Total No of 

recipients    
Recipients 

invited to a 

lunch  * 

No who 

have 
joined   

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches * 
No of these 
 who joined   

% of lunch 

recipients joining  
% of invited 

recipients 

coming to 

lunch  

115 91 39 33.9% 36 15 41.7% 39.6% 
 

A.2 .  Queen’s Birthday 2020 only  
 

Total No of 

recipients    

Recipients 

invited to a 

lunch * 

No who have 

joined   

% of total 

recipients joining  

No who came to 

Lunches * 

No of these 

 who joined   

% of lunch recipients 

joining  

% of invited 

recipients 

coming to lunch   

122 86 45 36.9% 29 17 58.6% 33.7% 
 

A.3.  Combined 2020 Recipients – Australia Day and Queens Birthday  
 

Total No of 

recipients    

Recipients 

invited to a 

lunch * 

No who have 

joined  

% of total 

recipients joining  

No who came to 

Lunches * 

No of these 

 who joined  

% of lunch recipients 

joining  

% of invited 

recipients 

coming to lunch  

237 177 84 35.4% 65 32 49.2% 36.7% 
 

* includes for 2020 four regional group events - Central Queensland, Sunshine Coast (2) and Darling Downs, in addition to the combined 

delayed Celebratory Welcome lunch in Brisbane  
  

B.  2019  
 

B.1.    Australia Day 2019 only  
 

No of recipients No who 

have 

joined   

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 

No of these 

 who joined   

% of lunch 

recipients joining  

% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

154 61 39.6% 38 33 86.8% 24.7% 

 

B.2 .  Queen’s Birthday 2019 only  
 

No of recipients No who 

have 

joined   

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 

No of these 

 who joined   

% of lunch 

recipients joining  

% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

114 57 50% 33 23 69.7% 28.9% 

 

B.3.  Combined 2019 Recipients – Australia Day and Queens Birthday  
 

No of recipients No who  

joined  

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 

No of these 

 who joined  

% of lunch 

recipients joining  

% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

268 118 41% 71 56 78.9% 24.7% 
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 Membership Trends – Award recipients 2016 through to 2020 continued  
 

C.  2018  
 

C.1.   Australia Day 2018 only  
 

No of 

recipients    
No who 

have 
joined   

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 
No of these 
 who joined   

% of lunch 

recipients joining  
% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

71 34 47.9 19 14 73.7% 26.8 

 

C.2 .  Queen’s Birthday 2018 only  
 

No of 

recipients    
No who 

have 
joined   

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 
No of these 
 who joined   

% of lunch 

recipients joining  
% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

115 34 29.6 21 14 66.7% 18.3 

 

C.3.  Combined 2018 Recipients – Australia Day and Queens Birthday  
 

No of 

recipients    
No who  
joined  

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 
No of these 
 who joined  

% of lunch 

recipients joining  
% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

186 68 36.6% 40 28 70.0% 21.5% 

 

 

D.  2017  
 

D.1.   Australia Day 2017 only  
 

No of 

recipients    
No who 

have 
joined   

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 
No of these 
 who joined   

% of lunch 

recipients joining  
% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

87 30 34.5% 16 11 68.8% 18.4% 

 

D.2 .  Queen’s Birthday 2017 only  
 

No of 

recipients    
No who 

have 
joined   

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 
No of these 
 who joined   

% of lunch 

recipients joining  
% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

75 31 41.3% 13 11 84.6% 17.3% 

 

D.3.  Combined 2017 Recipients – Australia Day and Queens Birthday  
 

No of 

recipients    
No who  
joined  

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 
No of these 
 who joined  

% of lunch 

recipients joining  
% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

162 61 37.6% 29 22 75.9% 17.9% 
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Membership Trends – Award recipients 2016 through to 2020 continued  
 

 

E.  2016  
 

E.1.   Australia Day 2016 only  
 

No of 

recipients    
No who 

have 
joined   

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 
No of these 
 who joined   

% of lunch 

recipients joining  
% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

72 35 48.6% 25 21 84% 34.7% 

 

E.2 .  Queen’s Birthday 2016 only  
 

No of 

recipients    
No who 

have 
joined   

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 
No of these 
 who joined   

% of lunch 

recipients joining  
% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

71 32 45.1% 18 15 83.3% 25.6% 

 

E.3.  Combined 2016 Recipients – Australia Day and Queens Birthday  
 

No of 

recipients    
No who  
joined  

% of total 

recipients joining 

No who came to 

Lunches 
No of these 
 who joined  

% of lunch 

recipients joining  
% of recipients 

coming to 

lunch 

143 67 46.9% 43 36 83.7% 30.1% 

 

Ratio of male (M) to female (F) Queensland recipients – Australia Day 2016 

through to Australia Day 2021 

 
Honours  Total No. M  No. M % F  No. F % 

Australia Day 2016 72 56 77.7 16 22.3 

Queen’s Birthday 2016 71 46 64.8 25 35.2 

Australia Day 2017 87 54 62.0 33 38.0 

Queen’s Birthday 2017 74 47 63.5 27 36.5 

Australia Day 2018 71 49  69.0 22  31.0 

Queen’s Birthday 2018 115 67 58.3 48 41.7 

Australia Day 2019 154 108 70.1 46 29.9 

Queen’s Birthday 2019 114 82 71.9 32 28.1 

Australia Day 2020 115 68 59.1 47 40.9 

Queen’s Birthday 2020 122 84 68.9 38 31.1 

Australia Day 2021 83 54  65.0 29 35.0 

Total – AD 2016 to 

AD 2021 

1078 715 66.3 363 33.7 
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Queensland award recipients by region – Australia Day 2016 through to 

Australia Day 2021 
[AD = Australia Day   QB = Queen’s Birthday] 
 

Honours  Total 

No. 

Metro Gold 

Coast 

Sunshine 

Coast 

Darling 

Downs 

Wide 

Bay 

Burnett 

Central 

Qld 

Mackay 

W’Sunday 
  

T’ville Far North 

Qld 

AD 

2016 

72 45 5 6 4 4 2 0 1 5 

QB 

2016 

71 31 8 6 10 6 0 1 4 5 

AD 

2017  

87 49 9 5 9 6 1 0 5 3 

QB 

2017 

74 38 11 7 4 2 4 2 1 5 

AD 

2018 

71 42 13 6 3 1 0 2 1 3 

QB 

2018 

115 60 8 10 9 9 1 2 9 7 

AD 

2019 

154 82 22 13 15 4 4 1 5 8 

QB 

2019 

114 65 14 11 2 5 3 1 7 6 

AD 

2020 

115 68 11 11 7 6 4 1 1 6 

QB 

2020 

122 60 17 11 11 5 3 1 8 6 

AD 

2021 

83 45 13 9 5 2 2 2 2 3 

 Totals 1078 585 131 95 79 50 24 13 44 57 
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“To foster love of and pride in Australian citizens hip and 
to uphold the high principles and prestige of the O rder of Australia.” 

 

The Order of Australia Association Limited ACN 008 812 664 – A Company Limited by Guarantee 
 


