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Welcome from VIC Branch Chair 
 
The autumnal colours have fallen for another year and winter has returned, please 
stay warm and enjoy reading The Order of Australia Association Victoria Branch e-
Newsletter late June 2022 edition. 
 
Earlier this month the list of Order of Australia Honours and Awards recipients were 
announced, Victoria has 206 recipients out of 681 Australia wide with 1 AC, 10 AO, 

63 AM and 132 OAM and a 50/50 split of female and male recipients. 
Thank you to all our members who took the time to prepare nominations or work with others in the 
community to do the same.  
 
Our focus is diversity of culture, gender and age including younger achievers.  
You can nominate someone by accessing the online form, or downloading an offline version via  
www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/forms/ 
   
Please remember the OAA VIC Branch committee will provide guidance regarding Order of Australia 
nominations.   
 
We have invited all Victorian recipients to join the Association; it is pleasing to report the OAA 
national office in Canberra is currently receiving membership applications from Victorian recipients 
daily – thank you and welcome to our new members. 
 
Congratulations to the ACT Branch Committee and the ACT Branch Conference Planning 

Committee, collectively you hosted a quality National Conference in Canberra last month. Thank you 

to the OAA VIC Branch members and their guests who attended.  

There is a report on the 2022 National Conference and photos on pages 10 to 13. 

 
On Monday June 13, 2022 Channel 7 screened The Order of Australia – a special look at those 

honoured with the Order of Australia as part of the 2022 Queen’s Birthday celebrations.  

This awareness initiative was coordinated by Rob Ayling Director, Communications and Creativity 

Office of the Official Secretary to the Governor-General. 

If you missed the program it is available on 7 plus at no cost, if your time allows it is worth watching 

https://7plus.com.au/order-of-australia-celebrating-australians   

 
The OAA VIC Branch upcoming events are noted on pages 2, 3 and 14. 

Some of our Regional Groups have upcoming events and regional news on pages 4 to 9, hopefully 
your time allows you to attend these face to face or virtual events. 

Thank you for your time and ongoing support of the Order of Australia Association Victoria Branch. 

Our next edition of the VIC Branch e-Newsletter will be late September 2022. 

Please stay well. 

Dr Helene Bender AM-VIC Branch Chair M: 0407 261 951E: chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au  

http://www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/forms/
https://7plus.com.au/order-of-australia-celebrating-australians
mailto:chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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Wednesday July 6 Order of Australia Association VIC Branch 

Invitation 
Wednesday July 6, 2022 

 
5.30pm to 6.45pm includes chat time 

Virtual early evening event 
No cost to members and guests 

  
Speaker: Pam Vardy OAM  
 

Title: An insight into and the benefits of community gardens on public 
housing estates. 
 
Pam Vardy OAM has been actively involved in community radio from 1980, and served as Co-
ordinator and Anchor Presenter of 3CR’s 
Gardening Show for 25 years until 2020. 
 
She was also committee member, then 
President of Cultivating Community, a not 
for profit, Melbourne based organisation 
that develops and supports community 
gardens and local food projects, mainly on 
public housing estates. During this time, 
Pam co-authored the book “Community 
Gardens” with Penny Woodward, which 
was published in 2005.  
 
 
There will be time to ask questions and also an update regarding other VIC Branch events for 2022 
 
Book by Friday July 1, 2022 at https://www.trybooking.com/CACRJ 
 
If other members or guests are sharing your screen you only need to book one ticket. 
 
Monday July 4 the link to join this virtual event will be emailed to address used to make the 
TryBooking. 
 

Enquires or assistance with bookings contact 
Fred Harrington OAM via E: sec@theorderofaustralia.asn.au or M: 0417 116 304 

https://www.trybooking.com/CACRJ
mailto:sec@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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Sunday August 7 Order of Australia Association VIC Branch 
 

2022 MELBOURNE WINTER MASTERPIECES 

The Picasso Century Invitation 

National Gallery of Victoria - 180 St Kilda Road, Melbourne  

The Barre Restaurant – Arts Centre Melbourne 

Sunday August 7 
The Order of Australia Association members and guests have the opportunity to attend the world-

premiere Melbourne Winter Masterpieces exhibition, The Picasso 

Century, charts the extraordinary career of Pablo Picasso in dialogue with 

the many artists, poets and intellectuals with whom he intercepted and 

interacted throughout the 20th century. Exclusively developed for the 

NGV by the Centre Pompidou and the Musée National Picasso-Paris, the 

exhibition features over 80 works by Picasso alongside over 100 works by 

more than 50 of his contemporaries, drawn from premier French national 

collections, as well as the NGV Collection You will also have the 

opportunity to discover a rich selection of works by artists rarely exhibited 

in Australia, including Natalia Goncharova, Julio González, Wifredo Lam, 

Suzanne Valadon and Maria Helena Vieira da Silva. 

 

Sunday August 7, 2022 NGV event program for OAA members and guests: 

*9.45am to 10.15am Registration – enter via the North Entrance next to the Arts Centre Melbourne 

forecourt, not via the front entrance with the water wall 

*10.15am to 10.45am Lecture in the Clemenger BBDO Theatre 

*11.00am The Picasso Century Exhibition at your own pace 

*12.30pm for 12.45pm lunch at The Barre in the Arts Centre Melbourne. Please note dietary 

requirements at time of booking 
 
Lunch Menu: Main Roast of the Day, alternative vegetarian. Dessert - Opera cake. 
Glass of wine or soft drink. Tea or coffee. Note dietary requirements at time of booking. 
 

Note: Large OA medals may be worn for this event. 

 

Bookings: Please book no later than Tuesday July 26, 2022 

All Bookings are to be made through TryBooking at: https://www.trybooking.com/CABUJ 

After you have booked you will receive an email message confirming final arrangements for your 

visit.  

 
Prices:  

A. Lecture, exhibition, and lunch: $88 incl. GST  

B. Lecture and exhibition only: $42 incl. GST (limited number only)  

 

Enquires or assistance with bookings contact Fred Harrington OAM  

Via Email: sec@theorderofaustralia.asn.au or M: 0417 116 304 

https://www.trybooking.com/CABUJ


 

Page 4 

Boer War Day Commemoration Service 

 
On Sunday 29 May a Boer War Day Commemoration Service was held at the Melbourne Shrine of 
Remembrance. This was to acknowledge the 120th Anniversary of the Signing of the Peace Treaty of 
Vereeniging in South Africa to end the Boer War.  
 
The Boer War took place 1899 to 1902, spanning the pre- and post-Federation period. We honour 
the service of 23,000 Australians and the sacrifice of over 1,000 Australians who were killed in 
action. 
 
On this day each year a march takes place from St Kilda Road up to the forecourt of the Shrine 
where a wreath laying ceremony was held to honour the service and sacrifice of Australians in the 
Boer War. 
 
The conflict in South Africa is generally divided into three phases: 
The early phase, from October to December 1899, when the British armies, mainly infantry, were 
defeated or besieged by highly mobile Boer mounted troops 
 
The second phase, from December 1899 until September 1900, which involved a British counter-
offensive, resulting in the capture of most of the major towns and cities of South Africa 
 
The third and longest phase, from September 1900 to May 1902, when the war was mainly a 
guerrilla conflict between British mounted troops and Boer irregulars. 
 
The Master of Ceremonies at the service was Shrine Governor Lieutenant Colonel Neil Smith AM, a 
member of the Order of Australia Association.   

Several other members of the Order of Australia 
Association were among the distinguished guests 
and this year Ross Newton OAM laid a wreath on 
behalf of the Order of Australia Association. 
 
Ross’s grandfather served in the Boer War as part 
of the 3rd New South Wales Imperial Bushmen 
Regiment.  
   
 
 

 

 

Photo:  

Ross Newton OAM with the wreath he laid on behalf 

of the Order of Australia Association VIC Branch. 

 

Ross is the Immediate Past Chairman of the OAA 

VIC Branch South Central Suburbs Regional Group 
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Melbourne Central Regional Group  
  
Congratulations to the 64 Order of Australia Queen’s Birthday recipients in the Melbourne Central 
catchment who have been recognised for going above and beyond. 
 
The second half of the year will be busier than we have been due to COVID for the last 2 ½ years. 
Our August and October luncheons will provide the opportunity for members and guests to meet, in 
person. 
 
Tuesday 16 August at the Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club             
Mr. Stefan Romaniw OAM, will speak about the current situation in Ukraine. Stefan currently serves 
as Chairman or serves in a leadership role on a number of committees and organisations within the 
broader Australian and Ukrainian communities. 
 
Tuesday 25 October at the Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club 
Prof Peter Doherty AC, Is an Australian immunologist and Nobel Laurate, was named Australian of 
the Year 1997, undoubtedly one of the world’s leading experts on immune diseases. 
 
An invitation to the above lunches will be emailed to MCRG members closer to the date. 

 
North Central Suburbs Regional Group 
 
Winter Seasonal Lunch 
With our normal venue, The Sycamore Tree Cafe closed for renovations the informal winter 
seasonal lunch was held at the Old England Hotel in Heidelberg. A total of 12 members and guests 
attended including 2022 Australia Day recipient Dr Tony Michaelson OAM his wife Christine and 
2021 recipient Pam Vardy OAM and her husband Cordell.   
 
ZOOM Sessions 
The group’s sessions continue to be well supported by members of both NCSRG and other regional 
groups and friends.  
Our thanks are extended to Peter Snow OAM, from the WA Branch on his presentation to the May 
session regarding of the Albany Whale museum with the title, from derelict to Iconic. Peter was a 
director of Jaycees Community Foundation, responsible for the creation of Albany’s Historic Whaling 
Station between 1979 and 2015. One of the outcomes of this presentation is that he was 
subsequently invited by a NCSRG member to make the presentation to the member’s Probus Club. 
 
For our June session the Group was appreciative of Cathy Roth OAM for her presentation in which 
she told us about the organisation she founded; Professionals with Alzheimer’s (PALZ). At this 
session we were pleased to have recently appointed National Membership Director Kathy 
Wooldridge OAM in attendance.  
 
Queen’s Birthday Honours recipients 
The group was pleased to note that there were 20 Queen’s Birthday Honour’s recipients within the 
NCSRG ‘patch’. Hopefully the sending of a congratulatory letter to each recipient along with a copy 
of our latest newsletter will encourage them to join the Association. 
 
Upcoming Events  
ZOOM Thursday 21st July commencing at 5:30pm with guest speaker Mark Squirrell OAM talking 
about his involvement with providing humanitarian aid to war torn countries and him climbing Mount 
Everest   
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North Central Suburbs Regional Group continued  
 
Upcoming Events continued 
Yarra Valley Lunch – Sunday 21th August commencing at 12 Noon at the Yering Meadows Golf 
Club Café. This event will also include the reception for both Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday 
Honours recipients 
 
Seasonal Lunch – Wednesday 7th September commencing at 11:45 am  
This seasonal (spring) Lunch is being held at the Sycamore Tree Café in Heidelberg.  
 
Further details of these events are available on the VIC Branch webpage. 
 
Bill Noonan OAM 
Congratulations are extended to Bill Noonan OAM on the recent celebration of his 80th Birthday.  
Bill comfortably survived the ‘roast’ given to him by his wife, son and daughter and felt he squared 

the ledger with his response.  
That is the good news as Bill is now recovering from 
COVID following a brief trip to Ireland with his son 
and son in law.  

 

 

 
North East & Goulburn Valley Regional Group 
 
North East & Goulburn Valley Regional Group congratulates the 7 Queen’s Birthday Order of 
Australia recipients who have been recognised for their service to various communities in the region 
including Beechworth and Cobram; Veterans and their families; Primary industry & regional 
development.  
 
June Luncheon 
62 members and guests enjoyed a beautiful lunch at the Mansfield Golf Club with snow-capped 
Mount Buller in the back ground on Sunday June 19th 2022.   
 
Charlie Lovick as guest speaker entertained everyone with his stories about his forebears, coming to 
Australia and how they settled in the High Country. One of his forebears was instrumental in bringing 
in trout fingerlings from Tasmania to put into the local rivers enabling us to enjoy trout fishing and 
eating in this area today. 
Charlie spoke about his time as Horse Master on the movie “The Man from Snowy River”. Charlie 
taught Tom Burlinson to ride and said Tom was a “natural”. Charlie loved his time working with the  
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North East & Goulburn Valley Regional Group continued 
 
June Luncheon continued 
horses and cast and although he and his team were paid a small sum, they would have been happy 
to do it for nothing! 

 
There were many questions to Charlie who is passionate about maintaining the High Country. 
Charlie is working on a High Country Hall of Fame in Merrijig as his legacy to the community. 
 
It was a great day for all who attended. 
 
 

 
 

Photo: Speaker Charlie Lovick - legendary high-country horseman at the Mansfield Golf Club 
 
 

Future Events for 2022: 
Sunday 9th October at Quality Hotel, Wangaratta Gateway-Guest Speaker-Alana Johnson AM 
The invitation will be sent out early September. 

 

South Central Suburbs Regional Group 
 
Congratulations to the 22 Order of Australia Queen’s Birthday recipients in the South Central 
Suburbs who have made a significant difference 
 
Bursary – City of Glen Eira  
The South Central Suburbs Regional Group management committee decided to put together the 
presentation of a certificate and a cheque to the recipient of The Young Citizen of the Year that was 
to be chosen by each of the three Councils that make up our Regional Group. Our first presentation 
was to the recipient in the City of Glen Eira. 
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South Central Suburbs Regional Group continued 
 
Bursary – City of Glen Eira continued 
Treasurer Alan Samuel OAM JP and Deputy Chairman Jill Page OAM presented a Bursary and 
Certificate on behalf of the Group to the winner of the Glen Eira Young Citizen of the Year Award. 
The event took place on Thursday 19 May at the Glen Eira Town Hall. SCSRG Chairman Graeme 
Woolacott OAM was overseas at the time on another Official type duty. 
 
The formal program commenced at 7pm in the Auditorium and the Master of Ceremonies was the 
well-known and effervescent Libbi Gorr, a professional Australian broadcaster who announced the 
names of the Young Citizen and Citizen of the Year Awards. 
 
Welcome to Country was presented by David Tournier – Boon Wurrung Foundation, and Glen Eira 
Mayor, Councillor Jim Magee, welcomed everyone. The program proceeded with the presentation of 
The Young Citizen of the Year nominees, finalists and the Award winner. 
 
The Winner of the 2022 Young Citizen of the Year Award was Jessica Hooper an amazing, 
inspirational and extremely hard working young woman. 
 

Jessica or Jessi as she is more commonly called was described as a hardworking and responsible 

person who cares for others. She is a role model and leader who speaks up about disability rights 

and encourages and inspires others to do the same. 

  

Amongst all the volunteer work that Jessi carries out she has also been instrumental in instituting 

disability awareness training to staff across her university and her social media campaigns have 

educated the public about different types of disabilities, including visible and invisible disabilities and 

treating people with disabilities respectfully. 

  

In July 2021, Jessi was made a Future Healthy Community Champion for VicHealth. In this role she 

encourages the community to be more disability friendly, by promoting inclusion, raising awareness 

of barriers people with disabilities face, and advocating for community spaces such as pathways to 

be made safer for all people. Jessi is a change maker who is passionate about making the world 

more accessible and inclusive for all. 

 
 

 
 
 
Photo: 
L/R Alan Samuel OAM JP,  
Jill Page OAM, Jessica Hooper, 
Mayor Jim Magee 
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South Central Suburban Regional Group continued 
 
Wednesday July 13 mid-year lunch at West Brighton Club 22Park Street Brighton  
  
Our guest speaker for this function shall be Professor George Werther AO MD FRACP who was 
recently featured in the January edition of our Group Newsletter. His work in paediatrics is more than 
world class and he has received many Honours for his work. What is less known [maybe] is his work 
in the theatre. This was also briefly covered in the Newsletter. 
Further to that article, George advises that he was born in Melbourne in 1948, his parents having 
been Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany, arriving in Australia in 1946 via Shanghai and Hong 
Kong. At a year of age his family moved to Launceston, Tasmania, where he grew up and attended 
Launceston Grammar School. He was an only child. When he was 11 years old his parents and he 
moved back to Melbourne, where he eventually attended Melbourne High School. He developed his 
love for both Science and the Arts there, being very active in the Drama program.  

George is married to Mary, whom he met at a youth camp at age 17. They 
were together during Year 12, and then parted ways for four years, meeting 
again at the Royal Melbourne Hospital, and marrying two years later. They 
have two children, Ben and Rebecca. Ben is a computer scientist who 
graduated from Monash University and moved to the U.S. where he was a 
graduate student at Stanford University. He married a girl from Seattle where 
he worked for two years at Microsoft. Rebecca studied Medicine and is a 
specialist paediatric allergist/immunologist in private practice in Melbourne. 
George has five grandchildren aged between seven and twelve. 

………………………….....….………........…………………….................................................. 

Reply form: JULY 13 MID-YEAR LUNCHEON  
 

 I wish to attend the luncheon at the West Brighton Club, 22 Park Street Brighton on Wednesday 13th 
July 2022, commencing at 12.00 noon. There will be a two course meal, a welcoming drink and tea 
or coffee included in the paid registration amount, and our Guest Speaker as above.  
  
Please find enclosed cheque for ...........persons at $70.00 pp. [GST Included] $...............................  
 
Cheques should be made payable to The Order of Australia Association and mailed to the Treasurer 
by 3rd July 2022. 
Alternately, pay by Direct Debit to Bendigo Bank BSB 633-000. Account number 132 398 835.   
No receipts will be issued. If paying by Direct Debit, please indicate “Luncheon and name".  
  
Name and Post Nominals.....................................................................................................................  
 
Phone.......................................................Email....................................................................................  
 
Name/s of your Guest/s......................................................................................................................... 
 
Phone Number of Guests – COVID Requirement…………………………………………………..………  
 
Special dietary requirements................................................................................................. 
Dress: Jacket and tie for gentlemen.   
Full size decorations to be worn 
Post cheques to Treasurer Alan Samuel OAM JP, 109/31 Alma Road St. Kilda 3182    
Phone 0408 024 224 or Email alan@samuelfamily.net  
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2022 The Order of Australia Association National Conference  
May 19-22 in Canberra 

 

Many members are aware the 2020 and 2021OAA national conference did not eventuate due to 

COVID-19.  

 

We thank the ACT Branch Committee and Conference Planning Committee for hosting a quality 

national conference in Canberra. Members appreciated the opportunity to catch up face-to-face.  

 

The national conference theme was Celebrating Service recognising the efforts of those who fought 

the 2019 bushfires in the ACT and local workers who since COVID-19 have made many sacrifices 

daily for the benefit of their communities. 

 

The conference theme was recognised at all times from the reception at Government House on the 

Thursday night to the farewell lunch on the Sunday to close a successful conference. 

 

Coordinator-General the Hon Shane L. Stone AC QC gave the Association Oration. Celebrating 

National Volunteer Week, Shane paid tribute to volunteers, who play a vital role in communities 

affected by natural disaster.  

 

Link to hear the oration https://recovery.gov.au/stories/oration-coordinator-general-hon-shane  

 

His Excellency the Governor-General also thanked and acknowledged the level of service delivered 

by many sectors of our community in his address. 

 

The panel session presenters continued with the theme of celebrating service in their community 

including when working or living overseas. 

 

After the National Annual General Meeting and Members’ Forum delegates had a few hours spare 

Saturday afternoon to explore our national capital before going to the Association Dinner and 

Foundation Scholarship Awards at the National Arboretum Canberra.  

 

The Commemorative Service together with the Farewell Lunch on Sunday was held at the National 

Museum. During the lunch the ACT Branch asked the VIC Branch to market the 2023 national 

conference being held in Geelong May 18-21. 

After the lunch members and guests had the opportunity to undertake a self-guided tour of the 

National Museum. 

 

The OAA VIC Branch thanks the ACT Branch for providing members who volunteered selling OAA 

merchandise; we also thank members who purchased merchandise including a couple of new items, 

unisex socks and a grey OAA tie. 

 

Before moving to the photo pages, congratulations to Mike Crane DSC & Bar AM, ACT Branch 

Chairman, the Branch Committee and Branch Conference Planning Committee for all your hard work 

in delivering a quality national conference in Canberra.  

 

The weather was perfect; lots of sunshine and the glorious autumn colours of crimson, scarlet, gold, 

and orange carpeting the green lawns. 

 

https://recovery.gov.au/stories/oration-coordinator-general-hon-shane


 

Page 11 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Photos include Reception at 

Government House Canberra 

and during the National 

Conference 
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Photos from the Panel  

Sessions and Association 

Dinner and OAA 

Foundation Awards  

Including scholarship 

recipients 
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More photos from the Saturday night dinner and OAA Foundation scholarship recipient 
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Merchandise 

Please refer to the back page of the June 2022 The Order national magazine for the latest Order of 

Australia Association Merchandise Order Form.  
Please do not use a merchandise order form from earlier editions, available stock and order contact 
details have changed over time. 

 
Remember that you can order via the website www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/shopping-cart using  
PayPal or credit card  

You can also email your order to merchandise@theorderofaustralia.asn.au with credit card details.  

 
 
 
 
Winter warmer   
Knitted unisex socks in black with blue toe and heel, 

and OAA crest knitted in to one side of each sock.   

One size fits EUR 38-42 approx. 

Cost $11.00 plus postage & handling 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Additional 2022 OAA VIC Branch Events 
 
Tuesday September 27  
This will be a virtual event commencing starting at 5.30pm 

 

Invitation will be emailed to members late August early September. 

 

Thursday November 24 -6.15pm End of Year Dinner for members and guests at William 

Angliss Restaurant 

Speaker Allan Myers AC QC an Australian barrister, academic, businessman, landowner and 

philanthropist, and the current Chancellor of the University of Melbourne 

 

Order of Australia Association Foundation Scholarship recipient Jeremy Doupe will provide members 

and guests with an update on his studies, work and community service. 

 

Invitation will be included in the September 2022 e-Newsletter 

http://www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/shopping-cart
mailto:merchandise@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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Regional Group Chairs as at June 15, 2022 

Barwon       Wayne Myers OAM 
 
Central Highlands Wimmera    John Burt OAM 
 
Eastern Suburbs      Geoffrey Grinton OAM 
 
Gippsland      Lorraine Bartling OAM 
 
Loddon-Campaspe                Steven Lee AM 
 
Mallee      VIC Branch committee 
 
Melbourne Central               Trevor Clark OAM 
 
Mornington Peninsula     Geoff Walsh AO 
 
NE & Goulburn Valley     Barbara Thomas OAM 
 
North Central Suburbs     Fred Harrington OAM 
 
South Central Suburbs     Graeme Woolacott OAM 
 
South West Victoria                          Peter Habersberger AM RFD 
 
Western Suburbs                Leigh Harding OAM 
 

 

2023 National Conference                           Geelong Victoria 

Save the Date May 18 – 21 
Working Together–Building the Future 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTACT: 
 
OAA VIC Branch 2023 Conference Convenor June Kane AM on 0400 871 731  
OR 
OAA VIC Branch Chair Helene Bender AM on 0407 261 951 
 


