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NOTICES & EXCLUSIONS: 
This version of our National magazine is not intended for general distribution to the wider public but 

is prepared as a service to those of our members who require the use of vision-impaired screen-reader 

technology. Thus, certain pages of the hard-copy version involving complex graphics or page layout 

have been omitted. 

A summary of these pages and other notes of a general nature will be listed here. 

GENERAL CONTACT INFORMATION. 
National Office ï Email:  oaasecretariat@theorderofaustralia.asn.au  

National Secretary ï Graham Hyde  OAM  Email: natsec@theorderofaustralia.asn.au  

MESSAGE FROM PATRON- His Excellency General the 

Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd)  
 

 

Next month Linda and I will welcome Order of Australia recipients to Government House, Canberra, 

for Investiture ceremonies. Similar ceremonies will be held at Government Houses around Australia. 

Readers of óThe Orderô will, I am sure, recall their own ceremony with fond memories.  

For me, Investiture ceremonies are one of the highlights of my role, for two reasons. Firstly, they are a 

celebration of the individual recipients and a chance to acknowledge their achievements and service. 

Meeting recipients, and hearing their stories about their work and passion, is inspiring. And, secondly, 

because the sum of recipientsô stories speaks to who we are today and who we can be in the future.  

At an individual level, recognition through the Order is reflective and celebrates work and service 

already performed. As a whole, any honours list points to the sort of country and community we will 

be tomorrow, next year and in a generation. 

That is why the work of the Association in promoting good citizenship, supporting young Australians 

and encouraging nominations for the Order of Australia is so important. Recipients donôt suddenly 

say, óIôve got the medal; itôs time to take a breakô. They keep going, continue to achieve great things 

in their chosen field and continue to make our community a better place. Each recipient is also the 

proverbial tip of the iceberg, representing a team or community and, in many cases, mentoring or 

nurturing future leaders. 

These perspectives of the Order also explain why Iôm so passionate about our new outreach and 

engagement work. We want to make sure that anyone, regardless of their background, field of 
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endeavour or any other characteristic, can see themselves or someone like them in the Order. 

Recognition will always be based on merit and achievement but there must not be any barriers to 

access. 

We want people to be more aware, better informed and to feel more able or willing to submit 

nominations from their own community. 

My Office is developing a range of exciting new products to help us better tell this story. I know that 

we are working closely with The Order of Australia Association and I thank the Associationôs 

leadership and members for their support and partnership in this important endeavour. 

NATIONAL CHAIRMANôS REPORT 
 

CHAIRMANS REPORT AUG 22  

 

The pressures on our community at present are considerable.  In addition to the ever-present 

threat of COVID and other infections, we have the concerns of rising inflation, wage 

stagnation, flood and significant increases in the cost of everything we need for everyday life.  

While our problems pale in comparison to those of the people of the Ukraine, and of many in 

less fortunate countries, they are major factors that impact our everyday life. Leadership 

throughout our communities has been remarkable and the need will continue.  All of us can 

play a part, both directly and by recognising those who have made an exceptional 

contribution in nominating them for an award in the Order of Australia. 

 

Our Association has maintained membership numbers and activity through this turbulent 

period.  It was particularly pleasing to see so many new members attend our 2022 National 

Conference in Canberra, and to receive such positive feedback from many intending to travel 

to Geelong for the 2023 Conference.   

 

Regrettably less than half of the new recipients of awards in the Order join the Association.  

Branch Committees have been encouraged to experiment with new approaches and to learn 

from each other in improving our performance.  We need to provide a genuine welcome to 

new recipients as well as ongoing events and activities that are enjoyable and even unusual.  

More of the same is clearly not changing the result; innovation is critical to success. 

 

The Association website, www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au , covers important issues, the 

activities of our Branches and assistance with the award nomination process.  Keeping the 

website up to date is an ongoing challenge but is critical both to engaging members and 

showing new recipients the value of joining our Association. 

 

Regrettably our WA Branch Nominated Director, Professor Robin Watts AM, has had to 

resign from the National Board on health grounds.  Robin has been an enthusiastic and 

effective contributor to Board deliberations since her appointment in May 2018.  Her 

management of the preparation and acceptance of our new Constitution and accompanying 

Bylaws was outstanding and has provided the Association with governance documents that 

equip us well for the future. 
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Planning is now well advanced on the Association National Conference, to be held in 

Geelong from 18th to 21st May 2023.  It promises a rewarding programme in a vibrant city 

that has much to offer.  After the success and very favourable feedback on the 2022 

Conference in Canberra we anticipate high member attendance. 

 

I look forward to meeting many members in Geelong in May next year. 

 

Barry Nunn AO 

National Chairman 

 

EDITORIAL ï PHIL MORRALL AM, CSC 
 

Members will be aware of the emphasis on increasing the number of nominations within the Order of 

Australia.  His Excellency the Governor-General has emphasised this issue in both his recent articles 

within this magazine and his address at the recent National Conference. 

Increasing the number of nominations and the diversity of those nominated has been a long-standing 

priority for our Association.  Various strategies have been implemented by Branches and while 

difficult to prove success at the individual project level, the consolidated efforts seem to have assisted 

in increasing both numbers and diversity over recent years. 

Perhaps this is an area where a more personal approach might be warranted.  If each of us 

individually, or in concert with another recipient of Honours, decided to nominate a worthy member 

of our acquaintance, even more improvement might be possible. 

Could I invite you to establish a personal goal of submitting at least one nomination in the next few 

months?  Are there worthy people in your social circle, Gardening Club, Veterans Organisation, 

Community Service Organisation, School P&C etc. 

Guidance on the process is available both on our website and that at Government House, at these 

links: 

https://theorderofaustralia.asn.au/about-the-award/ 

https://www.gg.gov.au/australian-honours-and-awards/nominate-someone-award 
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INITIAL ADVICE  - NATIONAL CONFERENCE MAY 2023 - 

GEELONG 
 

The Order of Australia Association Victoria Branch invites you to join us May 18-21, 2023 in 

Geelong as we start Working Together-Building the Future 

The conference venue is Geelong Events Centre, next to the conference hotel Rydges Geelong corner 

of Myers & Gheringhap Streets, Geelong. 

The conference will include Welcome to Country, Oration, Keynote address and panel session topics 

including environmental sustainability, social and economic values of our multi-cultural communities 

Australia wide and Indigenous leadership in our nation. 

There will also be a social aspect including the Welcome to Geelong Reception at the Geelong 

Library & Heritage Centre, Saturday night dinner at Mt Duneed Estate Winery and Sunday Brunch 

with a point of difference at the Geelong Centre. 

Further details are on the OAA national website: 

www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Contact:  

OAA VIC Branch Chair Helene Bender AM on 0407 261 951 

 

Professor Geoffrey Lancaster AO PhD FAHA FACE 

 

Professor Lancaster exudes vibrancy and enthusiasm for piano music and early pianos. No one who 

has attended one of his and his student recitals will leave without also being enthused by his passion. 

Geoffrey was one of 65 distinguished Australian artists to be awarded an Australian Artists Creative 

Fellowship in recognition of his outstanding artistic contribution to the nation. His other honours 

include the ARIA Best Classical Album, Honorary Fellowship of the Australian Academy of the 

Humanities, Fellowship of the Australian College of Educators, and the Order of Arts and Letters. In 

2006, he was named Australian of the Year for the Australian Capital Territory and a Member of the 

Order of Australia. Recognising a lifetime of cultural investment as a musician and mentor, he was 
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promoted to Officer of the Order of Australia in 2022 for his distinguished service to the arts, 

particularly music, through education, performance, research and philanthropy. 

Born in Sydney, Geoffrey grew up in the New South Wales country town of Dubbo, commencing 

piano lessons with nuns at the local convent. His talents were recognised early and he won a 

scholarship to the NSW State Conservatorium to study piano and harpsichord.  Supported by a 

Commonwealth Scholarship, Geoffrey went on to complete a BA in music at the Canberra School of 

Music. 

Geoffrey then completed fortepiano specialist studies at the Royal Conservatory of The Hague, a 

Master of Music at the University of Tasmania, and a PhD at Sydney University under Dr Philomena 

Brennan OAM. Geoffrey was the first Australian to win a major international piano competition. He 

was awarded First Prize in the 23rd Festival of Flanders International Fortepiano Competition in 

Bruges in 1986, launching him onto the world stage. 

Living for a decade in Tasmania, Geoffrey lectured at the Tasmanian Conservatorium and worked 

closely with the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra as guest director and conductor. Upon returning to 

Sydney to lecture in classical performance practice, he donated his own Viennese-style fortepiano to 

the Sydney Conservatorium as a resource for research and teaching, helping to establish early 

keyboard performance as a focus at the Conservatorium. After serving as Associate Professor at the 

Royal College of Music in London in 1996, he moved to Perth to join the music faculty at the 

University of Western Australia. He received the UWA Excellence in Teaching Award in 1999, 

before being named the 2000 HC Coombs Creative Arts Fellow at The Australian National 

University. 

For 12 years, Geoffrey was Professor and Head of Keyboard at the ANU, during which time he also 

developed and curated an exceptional resource of historical keyboard instruments culminating in the 

inception of the ANU Keyboard Institute. He led research into the piano in Australiaôs social history 

with Australian Research Council Discovery Projects funding and served on the ANU Academic 

Board. After retiring Emeritus from the ANU in 2013, he returned to Perth where he was appointed 

Vice-Chancellorôs Research Professor at Edith Cowan Universityôs Western Australian Academy for 

Performing Arts. 

Throughout his career, Geoffrey has been a driving force in fostering generations of musicians as a 

councillor of the Australian Youth Orchestra, and peer assessor for the Australia Council. His 

commitment to tertiary music education and to live performance has seen him sustain a dual career as 

a scholar-musician and organologist. He has published three books and 60 albums. He has held 

academic appointments as a teacher of 17th and 18th century performance practice and fortepiano at 

some of the worldôs leading conservatoires, including at the Basel Schola Cantorum. He was also 

Curator of Musical Instruments at Sydneyôs Powerhouse Museum, supporting the conservation and 

display of musical treasures from Australiaôs design archive. 

Geoffrey played a significant role in the preservation of Australiaôs keyboard heritage. He has united 

over 190 historical keyboards spanning the 18th to the 21st centuries to form Australiaôs largest and 

most important public collection of early keyboard instruments. He leads projects of international 

significance to preserve and train the skills of historical keyboard performance, and of keyboard 

instrument restoration, conservation and maintenance. 

Among the worldôs most influential fortepianists, Geoffrey is working at the forefront of the historical 

performance practice movement as an educator, earlier keyboard performer, and orchestral director. 

He has directed and performed to critical acclaim on modern and early keyboard instruments for 50 

years with leading orchestras and ensembles across the world and was the harpsichordist with the first 

Western baroque orchestra to tour China since the baroque. 

Our Students at WAAPA and we in Western Australia are very fortunate to have such an erudite 

teacher and performer who relates well to all and is eminently approachable. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WA BRANCH 
 

WA  Chairmanôs Report:  Bettine Heathcote AM 
 

The Order Magazine August edition ï WA Chairmanôs Report 

 

Western Australia has a new Governor, and I was honoured to represent the Branch at the Swearing In 

ceremony in Government House on 15th July.  I pay tribute to our retiring Governor Hon Kim Beazley 

AC who has supported the Association throughout his time in this role.  We welcome Governor Chris 

Dawson APM and look forward to working with him to encourage more nominations from this State. 

On behalf of those WA members who attended the National Conference in Canberra, we congratulate 

the ACT Branch on a very successful and engaging Conference.  The bar has now been set very high 

for future Conferences. 

 

There was a record attendance of WA members at our Annual Church Evensong at St Georgeôs 

Cathedral where the Rev. Dr John Shepherd AM preached a wonderful sermon, details of which are 

contained in these pages.   

 

54 Western Australians were recognised in the Queenôs Birthday Honours and we look forward to 

recognising many of these in a Reception to be hosted by Perth City Council at Council House on 10th 

August. 

 

At the suggestion of a member who lives in Mandurah, we investigated the possibility of establishing 

a regional group to encompass the Peel Region.  We found there are 35 members of the Association 

who live in this region, and it was suggested many would appreciate some locally focused events.  An 

approach was made to the Mayor of Mandurah and, at the end of August, the Mayor and Councillors 

will be hosting a Reception to launch a new regional group ï the Peel Region.  

 

Bettine Heathcote AM 

Chair WA Branch  

 

Australian Honours Evensong 19.6.22 - St Georgeôs Cathedral 
On a cold evening in June 91 members and their partners attended Choral Evensong at St Georgeôs  

Cathedral. We were greeted by the Dean the Very Reverend Chris Chataway. Dr Joseph Nolan 

conducted the Choristers and played the organ voluntary at the end of the Service. 

Hon Kerry Sanderson AC and Bill Hassell AM JP read the lessons and Margaret Lobo AM read the 

prayers. 

The Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd AM, Dean Emeritus, gave the address where he emphasised 

the word duty. ñ This evening we acknowledge the contribution made to the life of the nation by 

members of the Order of Australia.   



 

If we could identify a word that sums up what the Order of Australia is all about ï what is that special 

quality which we recognise this evening - itôs hard to go past the word ódutyô.  Duty to oneôs 

community and to oneôs country. 

 Properly interpreted, duty means óthat which is dueô.  The Latin root is debere.It refers to what is 

owed. Duty isnôt whatôs owed to us.  Duty is what we owe to others as a result of being members of a 

community.  

Notions of the órightsô of the individual have become so deeply ingrained in our thinking, that weôve 

almost forgotten that it was the individualôs duties which anciently took priority.   

The prophets of the Old Testament never spoke of any so-called órightsô of individuals. They spoke 

instead of the ódutiesô that the individual must discharge to the community. And we have a lot to learn 

from this. 

If we need anything, what this Country needs is a óbill of dutiesô, and it is this concept which is 

already at the heart of the Order of Australia. 

 If you like, by fulfilling their obligations as members of the community to which they belong, the 

Members of the Order of Australia have given us an example of what itôs like to become aligned with 

that which we call divine. 

And so we offer our thanks to God, who sets us in a community where, through our respect and care 

for others, we can know him, and be his love in the world.ò   

Afterwards we were entertained in the Burt Hall with a delicious supper. 

 

 

The Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd AM, Dean Emeritus 

 

 

 

 

 



 

34th National Conference of the Order of Australia Association:ñCelebrating Service.ò 
 

Eleven Western Australians attended the Conference from 19 ï 22 May. It was a very enjoyable 

meeting with renewal of friendships from previous Conferences and meeting interstate members  from 

all around Australia with their amazing contributions to our country and the world.  

 

 

A number of the Western Australian Delegates at the Dinner. 

 

Upcoming Events 2022 
Wednesday 21 September 6.30pm OAA 12th Annual Dinner Royal Perth Golf Club 

South West Event October to be confirmed 

Great Southern Church Service and Lunch Albany Sunday 27 November TBC 

Wednesday 8 December OAA  12.30pm Christmas Lunch Fremantle Sailing Club 

  



 

 

 

ACT BRANCH 
 

OFFICE-HOLDERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Patron  

Her Excellency Mrs Linda Hurley 

Branch Nominated Director 

Dr Alan Morrison AM JP 

Chair  

Michael Crane DSC & Bar, AM  

Chairact@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

0467 719 020 (M) 

Secretary 

Robert Altamore OAM 

Treasurer  

Phil Morrall AM CSC 

Committee Members  

Lynne Duckham OAM 

Narelle Hargreaves AM 

Dr Joseph Johnson CSC, OAM, AAM 

Dr Bill Maiden PSM OAM 

Andrew Phelan AM  

Coralie Wood OAM 

 

CHAIRMANôS MESSAGE 

 

Since late May, our efforts here in the ACT have principally focussed on post-Conference 

administration.  We issued a short survey to gather feedback and weôre very grateful to the 73 

delegates who responded.  We drew on that feedback, as well as input from our Branch and 

Conference Planning Committees, Government House staff, sponsors, suppliers and venues, 

in conducting a comprehensive review of how the Conference went.  We found that, despite 

all the disruption caused by COVID, the conference was generally very successful: more than 

90% of respondents to the survey rated their overall experience ópretty darn goodô or better (4 

or 5/5) and we generated a modest financial surplus.  We have submitted our report to the 

Board and provided copies to all Branch Chairmen to assist in planning for future 

conferences.  We would once again like to thank everybody who assisted and supported us: 

we could not have done it without you. 

 



 

Branch members gathered in mid-June to celebrate the Queenôs Birthday in Her Majestyôs 

Platinum Jubilee year.  Our guest speaker, Dr Brian Babington AM, formerly CEO of 

Families Australia, delivered a thought-provoking address about the importance of putting 

children first.  The text and slides for the address are on the website. 

 

In early June Meredythe and I had the honour of representing the Association at a Platinum 

Jubilee Ball held at Government House, Yarralumla.  It was a sparkling occasion, and Their 

Excellencies were wonderful hosts for representatives of professional and volunteer 

organisations from around Australia.  In late July I attended the Tasmanian Branchôs 

Platinum Jubilee Dinner in Hobart.  The dinner was another fitting celebration of Her 

Majestyôs service and I congratulate Alastair Douglas OAM and his Branch Committee on a 

wonderful event. 

 

Our Branch Committee is now turning to events for the remainder of the year, and details for 

our annual Student Citizenship Award presentations, a morning tea and our Spring reception 

for new recipients have recently been published in the latest Branch newsletter.  We do hope 

that members will turn out in large numbers as the weather starts to improve. 

 

Michael Crane DSC & Bar AM 

Branch Chairman 

 

QUEENôS BIRTHDAY LUNCH with Dr BRIAN BABINGTON AM 

On Tuesday 14 June, members and guests marked Her Majesty the Queenôs birthday in her 

Platinum Jubilee year and celebrated the achievements of recipients of honours and awards in 

the Queenôs Birthday list at the Southern Cross Club, Woden. Our guest speaker was Dr 

Brian Babington AM, who spoke on the importance of putting children first. Dr Babington 

has worked to improve child, family, and community welfare in Australia and overseas in a 

career spanning more than four decades. Between 2005 and 2021, Brian was the Chief 

Executive Officer of Families Australia ï a national, peak, not-for-profit organisation ï and 

played a leading role in relation to the National Framework for Protecting Australiaôs 

Children, Australiaôs first-ever plan to improve child safety and wellbeing.  

You can read the text of Brianôs address at https://theorderofaustralia.asn.au/act/events/.  Brian 

was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia in June 2021 for significant service to 

children through safety and well-being initiatives.  

    

Rhonda Babington, Dr Brian Babington AM,  Jennifer Horsfield                                   
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              Meredythe Crane, Vikki Templeman, Margaret Beamish 

  

 

 

Jean Stewart OAM, Jill Madew OAM, Julie Long OAM 

 

Greg Cornwell AM 

 

 


