
 

Dear NSW Members, 

We thoroughly enjoyed this week’s NEW RECIPIENTS WELCOME LUNCHEON in the State 
Parliament House Strangers Dining Room where we were entertained by Sophie Scott OAM’s 
enlightening sharing of her experiences, especially as The ABC’s Medical Reporter. I never tire of 
hearing new and old Member stories of why they were nominated. They are always inspiring, 
uplifting, amazing, challenging and humbling. That sharing is a huge membership benefit. We 
thank Branch Deputy Chairman John Gullotta AM and his team for organization of this event to 
congratulate the King’s Birthday Order of Australia 
Awardees. 
November has always been a special month in my calendar because of the significance of 
REMEMBRANCE DAY on 11th. This year is more important to me as I wonder about the future of 
our world with so many global disruptions caused by conflict, global warming, increasing 
poverty and refugee numbers, the troubling cost of living, and fear. What is the future facing our 
younger and future generations? 

I begin firstly with the remembrance of those who fought in the two World Wars, and 
subsequently in European, Asian, Pacific and Middle East conflicts wherein Australians and 
New Zealanders served and many lost their lives, including those involved in the peacekeeping 
and peacemaking contributions of military, police and civilians who have or still are serving 
overseas. We are a relatively small population but we have a strong international focus and 
concern for the tomorrows. 

For me, promotion of interfaith dialogue was one of my Award citations. It began from my 
sideline involvement in the infamous Cronulla riots in Sydney which resulted in two lifechanging 
overseas study tours to Turkey and later to Palestine and Israel. I continue to work with many 
Australian faith-based organisations, each of which has a foundational commitment to “love my 
neighbour as myself.” As part of this work, I have had to learn to listen intentionally and zip my 
mouth as I do not know everything, nor should I pre-judge until I understand the “other” and 
their point of view and experience. 

Furthermore, we are all connected, being human beings, and we are the same under our skins. 
We should welcome all migrants to our country as we have much to learn from each other. A 
new aspect of this I learnt recently from one of our First Peoples, post The Referendum: 
“Our shadows project the same colour across humanity, irrespective of skin colour, race and 
other 
differences…Lets wake up the world to the love of world humanity and welcome all… Our 
shadows have been with us always.” 
So let us also remember these words from the official prayer of the Order of Australia 
Association: 
“Inspire us who have been honoured by our nation for our contributions to society to work for a 



better world and to help others achieve their aspirations. Give us strength and wisdom to apply 
our skills and the will to continue to serve our nation to advance Australia.” 

Remember those who have served locally, nationally and internationally. We thank them, 
knowing it is our responsibility to continue to commit to a better world and genuinely care about 
the needs of others. Best wishes, 
Jim Mein AM, Branch Chairman, Order of Australia Association NSW, jimmein@bigpond.com 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

2nd December 2023 – OAA NSW CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISING LUNCHEON 

 Our 2023 Christmas luncheon will be held in the Harbourview Lounge at the Kirribilli Club in 
Lavender Bay. 
The Guest Speaker will be Dr Helen Nugent AC who is the Chairman of The Order of Australia 
Association Foundation. 
There will also be entertainment by renowned tenor Gaetano Bonfante and Soprano Julie Lee 
Goodwin, with a Christmas theme. 
This luncheon is a fundraiser to support The Order of Australia Association Foundation, which is 
supporting the next generation of leaders by helping promising young Australians to achieve 
their potential. 
Bookings via: www.stickytickets.com.au/AXH16 

26th January 2024 – ANNUAL AUSTRALIA DAY CRUISE 

 Our Annual Cruise aboard MV Captain Cook III is a great day on our beautiful harbour with good 
food, drinks and an opportunity for front row seats on picturesque Sydney Harbour! To be held 
on Australia Day – Friday 26th January 2024. Bookings via: www.stickytickets.com.au/FIAB4 

A/P John Gullotta AM, Deputy Chairman, Metro Events & Public Relations Coordinator 

KINGS BIRTHDAY NEW RECIPIENTS’ RECEPTION 31 OCTOBER 2023 

 On 31 October at the NSW Parliament House, Strangers Dining Room, 60 new Awardee 
recipients were joined by family and friends to celebrate their recognition of major 
achievements in community support. Our Parliamentary host was Judy Hannan MP, Member for 
Woollondilly and Member of the Legislative 
Assembly, who highlighted the importance of recognizing worthy Australians via this Order of 
Australia award system. Our guest speaker was Sophie Scott OAM, a 2023 King’s Birthday new 
recipient. She is former national medical reporter for the ABC and she spoke about the science 
of positive psychology by using several case studies and using evidence-based science as well 
as her own personal journey. Via her talks, Sophie helps people take better care of their mental 
health through science-backed 
techniques so they can build emotional resilience, maximise their potential and thrive at work 
and at home. 

The toast on behalf of the new recipients was delivered by Gary Smith AM, who was appointed a 
member of the Order of Australia (AM) for “significant service to medical administration and to 
professional organisations”. Gary is considered by his peers as an “Influencer” in healthcare 
reform, especially in the areas of practice management and the quality agenda both in Australia 
and 
internationally. 
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NSW BRANCH NOMINATED DIRECTOR’S REPORT David North OAM   

News from the National Board Meeting 

On 20 Oct 2023 sadly saw the National Board accept the resignation of the National Treasurer, 
Muriel Barasso OAM, due to her ill health. 
On behalf of New South Wales, I extend a thank you for the years of service that she has so 
generously given to the Association and send our wishes for good health. 

 

Muriel of Rockdale New south Wales received her Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) on 26 
January in 2018 for her services to real estate in particular the strata industry. 
Muriel is a past President, first Fellow and a Life Member, trainer, and consultant of Strata 
Community Australia (SCA). Muriel was appointed as National Treasurer, in September 2018. 

  

2024 National Conference – Hyatt Regency Perth. Giving Service Beyond Self. 16 – 19 May 
2024. 

It is expected that in the November 23 issue of ‘The Order’ all the details for registration and the 
program will be revealed. In the meanwhile, the Order of Australia website has details for 
accomodation and pre-conference tour options. At the moment Dianne and I are considering 
taking the driving challenge of the 3,935 kilometres from Sydney to Perth. 



  

2025 Sydney Conference 1 – 5 May 2025. 

Planning is underway and at the Perth Conference in May 2024 all will be revealed about the 
coming 2025 Sydney Spectacular event. No boasting but it is hard to beat the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge, the Sydney Opera House, the beautiful Sydney Harbour and is there any need to go on. 

Order of Australia Merchandise. Just in time for summer barbecues are premium soft cotton 
navy (Unisex) cap with the Order logo and a bib apron with adjustable halter self-fabric strap 
around neck. Along with unique styling included is a towel loop at the back of the apron, one 
large central front pocket with special side slides for a pen and a bottle opener.Not only will you 
be the best dressed barbecue in town but also promoting the Association. 

Membership fees.The National Board at the meeting on 20 October 2023 approved the 2024 
Budget which included the adoption of reduced membership fees. On the renewal of your next 
membership there will be a pleasant surprise and an encouragement to continue your 
membership. 

Why do strategic plans always seem so complicated. 

Well, they can be, but the aims of the Order of Australia National strategic plan can be 
simplified to Membership – to grow the value of membership of the Association. 
Promotion – to encourage and promote nominations and support diversity in nominations for 
individuals contributions to the community. 
Growth – to build membership for the future of the Association. Community – to invest in 
community partnerships and projects. 
Each of us can contribute by supporting Association activities, put forward a member of the 
community that should be recognised for their community efforts, encourage new recipients to 
join the association, and encourage your Regional Group to support a local cause or the 
Association’s Foundation. 

David North OAM, NSW Branch Nominated Director rockspend@bigpond.com 

DUBBO REGIONAL LUNCH, 14 October 

40 people attended the Order of Australia Association Dubbo Regional lunch held at the Dubbo 
RSL Club on Saturday 14th October. Many of these people had travelled distances of over 3 
hours to attend so that they could celebrate with the new recipients of awards from the Kings 
Birthday Honours. They travelled from such places as Louth, Coonabarrabran and Trangie. It as 
such an important event in the City of Dubbo that photographers from the local newspapers 
were there to document the occasion. 

On arrival we were greeted with some beautiful music played by the students from the local 
Macquarie Conservatorium. We were served canapes and were able to mingle for a while before 
sitting down. We were officially welcomed by the local OAA Convenor, Ruth Shanks AM. Ruth 
invited the conservatorium students to play a couple more beautiful musical pieces. 

Kath Readford OAM gave a heartfelt thanks to the conservatorium students who had had us all 
enthralled. John MacKenzie OAM AFSM gave the toast to The King and then Brian Semmler OAM 
led the Grace. After a delicious lunch had been served, the guest speaker, Steve Hinks gave us a 
wonderful presentation. Steve is the Director of Taronga Western Plains Zoo. He was introduced 
by Jennifer Cowley OAM, who is on the Board of Directors of Taronga Western Plains Zoo. Steve 
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told the story of his early life in Sydney, getting involved in tourism during the Sydney 2000 
Olympics and ending up with his dream job at the Western Plains Zoo in Dubbo. 

 
Marie Knight OAM, the secretary of the OAA Dubbo, gave the vote of thanks and presented Steve 
with a gift. David North NSW appointed Director on the National Board of the OAA congratulated 
the new recipients of Australian awards. He spoke about the OAA conference to be held in Perth 
in 2024 and then in Sydney in 2025. He encouraged people to nominate others for Australian 
awards 

MC Ruth Shanks OAM made two special presentations. The first to Ruby Riach OAM who has 
worked tirelessly for the association for many years. Ruby was at one time the NSW Secretary of 
the OAA. She is now 95 years young and still going strong working for the association. 
The other presentation was for Wally Flynn OAM, who is an ambassador for REX Airlines. He is 
also in his 90s and has decided to retire from the OAA Committee after having served for many 
years. Wally hasn’t stopped though. He works hard to have worthy people nominated for 
Australian honours. He has prepared information packs for organisations such as Probus, CWA 
and Rotary to assist them with their nominations. He has local politicians onside and they help 
him with the distribution of the information packs. It was a most memorable afternoon. People 
stayed on for a long time afterwards to chat and catch up. 

 
Regional Convenor, Ruth Shanks AM, Graham Neville, Dianne Neville OAM, David North OAM, 
Diane North OAM. Below, Honours Recipients Dubbo, 14 November 2023 



 

Di North OAM, OAA NSW Strategy Coordinator, Dianne-north@bigpond.com 

YOUTH COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 2023 

On September 7, our Patron, Her Excellency The Honourable Margaret Beazley AC, KC, 
welcomed our 26 2023 Youth Community Service Awardees to Government House, to receive 
their Trophy and Certificate of Commendation. The young people have all made significant 
contributions to their communities and we applaud them all. For more information about the 
2023 Awards, go to our website: 
https://theorderofaustralia.asn.au/nsw/youth-award/ 
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Her Excellency, The Honourable Margaret 
Beazley AC QC, Governor of NSW, as Patron of 
the Order of Australia Association NSW, 
presenting Sienna Arena-Milne of Northholm 
Grammer in Arcadia with a Youth Community 
Service Award, for exceptional service or 
engagement with their local community, or to 
Australia in general. 

CENTRAL WEST REGIONAL GROUP 

The Central West Regional Group of the Order of 
Australia Association enjoyed a High Tea at 
Abercrombie House in Bathurst on Sunday 15 
October. 

Abercrombie House was built in the 1870s by 
the Stewart family who were Bathurst pioneers. 
The house is considered to be of extreme 
historical significance. It is listed on the 
National Trust Register and is described as an 
outstanding example of Victorian Tudor style 
architecture. It is now owned by the Morgan 

family who hosted the group and served a delicious high tea. 
The afternoon began with the Annual General meeting of Central West Regional Group of the 
Order of Australia Association followed by presentations by Elizabeth Zachulski OAM and Marie 
Billington OAM on their works which were recognised by the award of the OAM. 

Chris Morgan then gave a most interesting talk on some of the history and legends of 
Abercrombie House including describing how he and his wife Xanthe pasted thousands of little 
sheets of gold leaf on the ceiling of the stunning feature that it now is. Following afternoon tea 
Christopher conducted a tour of the house. 

The committee of the Central West Regional Group of the Order of Australia Association 
together with Jim Mein, NSW Branch Chairman, Order of Australia Association and Chris 
Morgan, owner of Abercrombie House. 
Chair: Mary Brell, Treasurer: Kate Baxter, Secretary: Monica Morse, Committee: Elizabeth 



Zachulski, Marie Billington, Nikki Kiss. 

 

Reaching Out to Honours Recipients in Aged Care or Nursing Homes 

From time to time our Members come to us with ideas, for example, acknowledging Australian 
Honours recipients who are living in nursing homes across the State. 
There are 1756 Nursing Homes in NSW, caring for 188,000 residents. Many no doubt have 
received an Honours Award, but we have not been able to capture this information. 

We are in discussion with the sector to find out if Awardees are identifiable in their systems. 

If it is feasible to identify these people, we are considering asking Nursing Home management if 
they would be prepared to acknowledge Honours Awardees, by putting their post nominals on 
their name plaque on their room door. 

Our Association will also find out if it is possible for us to send a card to these residents. 
However, considering Privacy issues, this may be difficult. 

To get the ball rolling regarding the feasibility of the idea, if any of our Members know of 
Awardees in care, I would be pleased to hear from you, 
tkwetton@icloud.com 

All ideas for how to reach Honours Awardees are welcome. 

TRISH WETTON OAM 
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