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FROM HER EXCELLENCY THE HONOURABLE

SAM MOSTYN AC

GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

On Australia Day, | was delighted to announce the 949 exceptional
Australians who were recognised in the Australia Day 2026 Honours
List. From the youngest recipient, at 32 years of age, to our two oldest
recipients, who are just about to turn 100, this list is a celebration of
the many Australians who inspire the best in all of us.

The list also represents an increase of more than 200 awards since
last year, resulting from a growing number of nominations. | hope to
see this trend continue, because nominations are such a visible and
public acknowledgement of the enduring value Australians place
on care, kindness and respect, excellence, service and contributing
to the unity, stability, success and peace of modern Australia.

As the Honours list reveals, the challenge in establishing a gender
balance in nominations and awards requires constant effort and
attention. Encouraging nominations of outstanding women will
remain a priority that we must all continue to understand, to ensure
that all Australians deserving of recognition are nominated.

On Australia Day, in Canberra, | was honoured to participate in
the National Flag Raising and Citizenship Ceremony, where our
newest citizens, and others, gathered with joy, pride and optimism
in reciting the Affirmation of Citizenship (see photo).

In the afternoon, | was delighted to lead the affirmation at another
citizenship ceremony, in Canterbury—Bankstown. Families and
friends gathered from more than 150 nations to celebrate citizenship
and the promise of Australia for those who have chosen to build
homes here and braid their lives into the story of modern Australia.

My visit to Bankstown was also an opportunity to acknowledge
and congratulate  Ahmed al Ahmed on receiving the
Canterbury—Bankstown Key to the City. The room stood as one to
recognise his extraordinary bravery during the Bondi Beach terrorist
attack. He is regarded as the light of courage and compassion in a
time of great tragedy.

During the event, the audience was delighted and uplifted by
Mayor Bilal El-Hayek’s encouragement and optimism when he
shared his migrant story, saying,

“If a kid like me can come to this country at 12 with no English,
and become mayor of this great city, there’s no limit to what you
can achieve.”

| see the same energy and optimism in the remarkable Australians
recognised in the Australia Day Honours list. Their diversity of
interest and expertise represents Australians who embody service,
community, kindness, curiosity, tenacity, accomplishment and
care. And, like all lists before, the 2026 Honours list shows that
great Australians come from all over our magnificent country, and
from all walks of life.

As members of the Order of Australia Association, you know so
well the extraordinary depth of character and purpose that is the
inspiration for our national honours system. As we enter the 51°
year of the Order of Australia, | look forward to meeting many of
you, and your newest members, in Canberra and throughout my
programme of visits across the country.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION

HON VICKI O’'HALLORAN AO CVO

As | enter my final period as President
of the Order of Australia Association, |
am filled with a deep sense of gratitude,
pride and optimism for the future of
our organisation. The journey we have
travelled together has been marked by
meaningful progress, renewed purpose,
and a strengthening of values that unite us
as recipients of Australia’s highest civilian
honour.

Over the past three years, we have
continued to celebrate Australians whose
service, leadership and quiet dedication
shape our nation for the better. We have
also expanded the ways in which we
recognise and support these remarkable
individuals: through enhanced member
engagement, stronger state, territory and
regional activities, and a more visible
voice in the national conversation about
service and citizenship.

As we approach June 2026 and the
conclusion of my term, | am especially
proud of our Association’s ongoing
commitment to renewal. We have
invested in attracting a new generation
of members, broadening our outreach
through our Foundation and ensuring the
Order of Australia remains both relevant
and aspirational. Our efforts to increase
diversity and representation within the
Association and amongst recipients
continue to bear fruit, reflecting the rich
tapestry of modern Australia.

Equally, we've worked to strengthen our

relationships with government, community
organisations, the Honours and Awards
Secretariat and one and other. These
collaborations have reinforced our mission:
to support and celebrate those who make
enduring contributions to the Australian
Community.

None of this would have been possible
without the dedication of our committees,
Branches and the National Board led with
distinction by Major General Barry Nunn
AO. | offer my sincere thanks. Your passion
for service exemplifies the very spirit of the
Order of Australia.

Until my final meeting, my focus remains
steady, to ensure a smooth leadership
transition to the Honourable Hieu Van Le
AC who | know will continue to promote the
values of honour and service and support
the Association as it steps confidently into
its next chapter.

It has been an extraordinary privilege to
serve as our President. | look forward to the
months ahead - and to celebrating together
at our conference in Brisbane.

To Her Excellency Sam Mostyn AC, our
esteemed Patron, thank you for always
making time to meet with me and for
sharing our enthusiasm and commitment to
continuous improvement. Your dedication
to our Association and our endeavours is
appreciated beyond words.

With gratitude and warm regards, go well.

THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION LTD

ABN 40 008 612 664

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Fortieth Annual General Meeting of The Order of Australia Association Limited will be held
at Rydges Hotel, 9 Glenelg Street, South Bank, QLD on Saturday 18 April 2026 at 9.00am (AEST).

DRAFT AGENDA

1 Opening.

2 Apologies.

3 Proxies.

4 To confirm the Minutes of 39th Annual General Meeting
held on Saturday 3 May 2025.

5 To receive and adopt a recommendation from the
Executive Committee that the Constitution be updated to
add Ltd where necessary and change the 44 occurrences
of ‘Chairman’ to ‘Chair".

6 To receive, consider and adopt the Annual Report
including Directors’ Report, Financial Report and Auditor’s
Report for The Order of Australia Association Limited for
the period ended 31 December 2025*.

7  To note the Directors’ Report and the Financial Report

including the Auditor’s Report for The Order of Australia
Association Foundation Limited for the period ended 30
June 2025.

8 Advise of the election of the National Chair, Deputy

National Chair and National Treasurer and the membership
of the National Board for the coming year.

Approve the appointment of Auditors for the year ended
31 December 2027.

By Order of the Board
Graham Hyde OAM
National Secretary

12 January 2026

*(The Annual Report will be available on the Association’s
website under Governance-AGM from Friday 27 March 2026.)

Members requiring a hard copy should contact the National
Secretary at natsec@theorderofaustralia.asn.au or Unit 191,
420 Queen Street, Brisbane City 4000.
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INTRODUCING THE HONOURABLE

HIEU VAN LE AC

The Honourable Hieu Van Le AC was born in central Vietnam,
where he attended school before studying Economics and
Management at the Da Lat University in the Highlands. Mr Le
and his wife, Lan, arrived in Darwin in 1977 as two boat people
refugees from Vietnam. They settled in Adelaide.

Mr Le returned to study at the University of Adelaide, where
he earned a degree in Economics and Accounting in 1989. In
2001, Mr Le’s further study earned him a Master of Business

Administration from the same university. Mr Le gained Certified
Practising Accountant accreditation, and from 1991 worked at
the Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC). He
retired from ASIC in March 2009. During this time, Mr Le also
served on many community boards and committees, in particular
those relating to cultural and linguistic diversity, the arts and
education.

In 1995, Mr Le was appointed a member of the South Australian
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Commission (SAMEAC) and was
appointed Deputy Chairman in 2004. When Mr Le became Chair
of SAMEAC in 2007, he was the first person of Asian background
to be Chair of this organisation in South Australia.

In August 2007, Mr Le was sworn in as the Lieutenant Governor
of South Australia. Over the next seven years in this role,
Mr Le served as Patron or honorary member of more than 30
community-based, cultural, charitable and veterans’ organisations.

On 1 September 2014, Mr Le was sworn in as the 35th Governor
of South Australia. He concluded his term on 31 August 2021.
During seven years in this role, Mr Le served as Patron of more
than 230 organisations. It is understood that Mr Le is the first
Vietnam-born person who has ever been appointed to a
Vice-Regal position in the world.

Mr Le was awarded the Australia Day Medal in 1996 for
outstanding service to ASIC, and in 2001 he was awarded the
Centenary of Federation Medal for service to the advancement of
multiculturalism.

In 2010, Mr Le was appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia
(AO) for outstanding service to community, social inclusion and
international engagements. In June 2016, he was appointed a
Companion of the Order of Australia (AC) for outstanding service
to the community and to the State of South Australia. Mr Le
was made an Honorary Life Member of the Order of Australia
Association in 2021 and on 1 June 2026 will become the
Association’s new President.

In December 2021, the Italian Government awarded Mr Le the title
Cavalieri (Knight) of the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic for
his outstanding service and support to culturally and linguistically
diverse communities in South Australia and in particular the
Italian community. He was also awarded an Honorary Doctorate
from Adelaide University in 2008, Flinders University in 2011 and
the University of South Australia in 2023.

Currently, Mr Le is Chair of the South Australian Health and
Medical Research Institute and the Australian National Maritime
Museum Council. He is also the Patron, Life Member, Honorary
Member, Director and Ambassador for more than 20 community-
based, not-for-profit organisations.

ﬂ Join us on social media! @
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FROM THE OAA NATIONAL CHAIR

MAJGEN BARRY NUNN AO RFD ED (Retd)

| extend my warmest greetings to all
members of our Association and offer my
best wishes for 2026. The year has begun
positively, with the 2026 Australia Day
Honours list recognising 702 outstanding
Australians for their contributions—an
increase of 50% over Australia Day 2025.
I congratulate all recipients, as well as the
families, colleagues and friends who have
supported their achievements.

Through 2026 we have enjoyed the
many benefits of being Australian. We
have celebrated together when things
have gone well and shown care and
compassion when challenges have
arisen. We enjoy the freedom to express
our views responsibly, elect our leaders
freely, and live in harmony in our diverse
communities. Ours is a secular country in
which every person is free to worship as
they choose and where we all enjoy equal
human rights and privileges. | encourage
all members of our Association to reflect
on the privilege of being Australian and
to continue to demonstrate positive
citizenship in their communities.

Our National President, the Hon Vicki
O’Halloran AO CVO, will be succeeded
by the Hon Hieu Van Le AC on 1 June
2026. President Vicki has made significant
contributions during her three-year term,
both within our Association and in the
broader community. Her successor’s
résumé appears on page 5 of this issue.

Last year’s member survey was highly
successful, generating many thoughtful
proposals for improvement. These ideas
are now being translated into action at
National, Branch and Regional levels, and
further announcements will follow.

Branches should by now have conducted,
or be close to conducting, their AGMs. |
am sure all members join me in thanking
outgoing committees for their dedication
and in welcoming those taking up
positions for the first time.

The 2026 National Conference in Brisbane,
from 16 to 19 April, is fast approaching. |
look forward to it with great enthusiasm,
though with some sadness, as it will be
my final conference as your National
Chair. | will complete my permitted
nine-yeartenure andretire atthe conclusion
of the conference. My successor will be
announced in due course.

It has been an honour and a privilege to
serve as your National Chair. | extend my
sincere thanks to the many members who
have served on the National Board, on
Branch and Regional Committees, and as
individual volunteers. Your efforts are the
lifeblood of our Association.

My wife Margaret and | also thank the
many members with whom we have
formed friendships during my time in
office. | look forward to meeting many of
you in Brisbane in April and to thanking
you personally.

OUR ORGANISATION - THE ORDER OF
AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION

The Order of Australia Association (OAA)
is a national, incorporated not-for-profit
organisation guided by the Australian
Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission
(ACNCQ).

Our structure ensures that members across
all states, territories and regions have a
voice in how the Association operates.

How we’re organised:

e National President — provides overall
leadership, advice to the Board, and
represents the Association in Vice-
Regal matters.

e National Board - includes five
Executive Directors plus a Director
from each State and Territory Branch.
The Board sets the strategic direction
and policies of the Association.
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e Executive Committee — made up of
the five Executive Directors (National
Chair, Deputy Chair, Treasurer,
Membership Director, and Secretary).
They are responsible for putting Board
policy into action.

e Board Committees - specialist
committees (including Audit & Risk,
Strategy,  Marketing,  Investment,
Constitution, and Nomination)
that develop policies and make
recommendations to the Board.

e Branch Chairs and Committees -
manage Association activities within
each State or Territory, ensuring
national policies are implemented
locally. Members of each Branch elect
their Branch leaders.

e Regional Groups - formed within
Branches to bring members together
in local communities, hosting events
and fostering fellowship.

How decisions are made:

All  activities follow the National
Constitution, Bylaws and Policies, which
set out how the Association is governed
and how members participate in decision-
making.

These documents are available at:
theorderofaustralia.asn.au/national/

governance

Barry Nunn AO
National Chair
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WHEN IT MATTERS MOST

WILLIAM LYE OAM KC, DEPUTY CHAIR OF THE ASSOCIATION

This past year has tested us: events that shook our sense of safety;
social media storms that turned neighbours into strangers; the
kind of tension that makes people withdraw rather than reach out.

The Order of Australia exists for moments like these.

Not because we have answers to everything that divides us. Of
course we do not. But when the ground feels unsteady, Australians
need to see people who still believe in each other — people who
refuse to let fear curdle into suspicion or disagreement harden
into division.

Our Constitution sets out the purpose of the Honours system
and, by extension, our role as an Association: to recognise and
encourage outstanding service and Australian citizenship - not as
a closed chapter in someone’s past, but as a living commitment,
expressed in how we act when it is needed most.

In this term of office, the Governor-General has drawn national
attention to the importance of care, kindness and respect in
Australian life. She has reminded us that these are not sentimental
extras, but part of a shared project to hold the country together
even when debate is sharp and disagreement is real.

The Association’s work makes those values concrete. We
encourage nominations from every corner of Australian life,
not just the usual suspects. We support young people building
their careers through scholarships and mentoring. We maintain
standards around discrimination, harassment and ethical conduct,
because values do not mean much if they are only decorative.

The people who wear the pin come from everywhere. They
have built businesses, saved lives, taught kids, fed communities,
made art, defended rights. What they share is not ideology; it is a
demonstrated willingness to do the work of caring for others, their
communities and the institutions that serve them.

We can see what happens when institutions fail to keep pace with
the Australia they serve. The Asian Australian Lawyers Association
recently reported that, while 17% of Australians report Asian
ancestry, only 2.9% of the judiciary are Asian Australian. More
judges are named Michael than there are Asian Australian judges
in total. Even where progress has been made, partnerships in
major law firms have risen from 3% to just 8% Asian Australian
representation over the past decade.’

We are still a long way from reflecting the country we live in. The
Order of Australia cannot afford complacency on this front. Every
member who knows someone doing quiet, remarkable work in
their community, someone whose background or story might not
fit the traditional profile, should make a nomination. That is how
we stay relevant.

In an age when so many platforms reward outrage and entrench
division, that willingness matters more than ever. The Order of
Australia has standing in this country. It is real standing, conferred
by the Crown and earned through decades of contributions that
have actually improved lives. That standing is not about status; it
is a trust that ought to be exercised.

The task ahead is clear. Keep nominating people who reflect
modern Australia in all its depth and diversity. Keep telling fellow
Australians that anyone can nominate anyone. It is not a closed
shop. Keep supporting the next generation before they are fully
established. Keep modelling the behaviour we want to see,
including the capacity to disagree without forfeiting respect or
belonging.

Honours are not an end point. They are an invitation to speak and
act with greater responsibility, because more people are listening.

Australia is watching. Let us give them something worth paying
attention to.

'‘Asian Australian representation in the legal profession. A cultural diversity snapshot’, November 2025, https://www.aala.org.au/ files/ugd/51b388 3437fc79

9¢ad490483t8f4378ec95f1c.pdf.
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recruitment

RECRUITMENT
WISDOM.....

....only comes from years of placing senior professionals
into our clients’ organisations. We have the knowledge
and judgement to achieve outstanding recruitment
outcomes in the Not-For-Profit sector.

» Philanthropy » Health

» Aged Care » Disability

» Professional Associations » Education

Many members of the Order of Australia serve on NFP Boards. One of
the most important things they are asked to do is to recruit a new CEO for

their organisation. Philip Mayers AM has been recruiting C-Suite executives
for the NFP sector for over 30 years.

For a confidential discussion call Philip on 0412 104 096
or email philip@mayersrecruitment.com.au
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‘ ‘ WHY NO MEDAL FOR CYCLONE TRACY? , ,

BY TOM LEWIS

Fifty-one years after the most severe
domestic disaster to impact Australia, many
remain puzzled as to why the armed forces
members who saved Darwin after Cyclone
Tracy were not rewarded with a medal. For
that matter, nor were the police members,
those in the other Emergency Services who
stayed on in Darwin, and those involved in
all aspects of saving a capital city from ruin.

Decades after the event, the National
Emergency Medal, established in 2011,
has been rightly given to ADF members,
and indeed many civilians who worked
through cyclones, bushfires, and floods,
including going back to 2009. But those
who gave their all after the cyclone that
killed 71 have no national recognition,
only private pride. Yet this was the biggest
operation the armed forces of the country
ever mounted outside warfare, not only in
numbers of personnel — around 8,000 —
who worked in the northern capital, but in
time too: deployments were in months, and
the hours put in were often 12 or more per
day, especially in the early weeks; and the
conditions endured in a tropical monsoon
season were often appalling.

The cyclone that neared Darwin in the
week before Christmas 1974 was small but
gathering intensity as it approached. The
diameter of its gale force winds was only
about 100 km, in contrast to some north
Pacific typhoons, which have had diameters
of 1,500 kilometres.

A Darwin suburban street after a grader had been
through the street. (Public domain)

The capital of the Northern Territory was
a big sprawling town then, centred around
its huge airport, with Australia’s longest
runway. In January 1974 the Darwin
population had been counted as 46,656.
Darwin was no stranger to destruction: it
had been heavily damaged in cyclones in

1897 and 1937, and bombed by Japanese
forces 77 times in World War 1.

Cyclone Tracy on radar (Courtesy ADF)

The cyclone had been named on 21
December, but there was little notice
of it taken as the local residents busied
themselves with Christmas preparations.
The first warning that Darwin itself was
threatened came at 12.30 pm on 24
December, approximately 12 hours before
the onset of destructive winds.

By the early evening it was apparent the
cyclone would impact Darwin, although
whether it would pass directly over the
built-up area was not that clear. It did, with
a recorded surface wind speed of 217 km/h.
The eye of the storm crossed in the early
hours of Christmas Day, and it was not until
mid-morning that the winds died down. By
the time the residents emerged from their
places of shelter it was apparent massive
damage had been done.

In fact, comparisons to the atomic blasts
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in WWII were
used frequently in the days ahead. The
destruction was enormous. Between 50
and 60 per cent of houses were damaged
beyond repair and in some of the northern
suburbs the destruction was nearly 100 per
cent. It left more than 25,000 out of the
47,000 inhabitants of the city homeless and
required the immediate evacuation of more
than 30,000 people.

Between 26 and 31 December, a total
of 35,362 people were evacuated from
Darwin. Of those, 25,628 were evacuated
by air, the remainder by road.

Sixteen people died at sea where,
according to the harbourmaster’s report:

“At least 29 vessels were sunk or wrecked”.
These included several of the large prawn
trawlers that were based in the port, and
a passenger ferry, the Darwin Princess.
The biggest vessel to be sunk was the 120
foot three-masted steel schooner Booya,
missing with five people on board. The
Navy lost a patrol boat, HMAS Arrow, with
the loss of two lives. In a double blow, the
senior Navy officer present, Eric Johnston,
noted a special tragedy:

To add to the Navy’s losses, four
dependents, two wives and two children
were also killed in their married quarters
while their husbands were at their place
of duty, and thus the Navy in Darwin
with some 1.5 per cent of the population
suffered 12 per cent of the total fatal
casualties and indeed was the only service
to so suffer.

The Royal Australian Air Force immediately
started bringing in essential supplies.
Hercules aircraft flew in 7,000 blankets,
6,000 Ibs of milk and 2,000 Ibs of Red Cross
medical supplies. While the run of supplies
north was enormous, the evacuations were
equally as large. On Boxing Day, the RAAF
flew out 680 people, and the following day
1,218 in 22 sorties. The flights continued
for many days, but meanwhile more RAAF
members were flying in. Around 3,000 Air
Force members were posted to Darwin for
a three-month period.

A number of Navy vessels were quickly
deployed from southern ports to Darwin.
Sailors and officers were recalled from
Christmas leave; ships were made hurriedly
but thoroughly ready for sea, and soon a
steady stream of warships was deploying
north. At 20.00 on Christmas Day
Clearance Diving Team One was recalled
from leave, with a special role envisaged
of saving sinking vessels from foundering,
and searching for trapped seamen or
bodies. By 10.00 the next day they were
flying to the stricken northern capital. The
destroyer Brisbane was the first to enter
Darwin harbour. Thirteen ships, 11 naval
aircraft and some 3,000 personnel were
eventually involved.

continued next page

PAGE 9



The Director General of the National
Disasters Organisation, Major General AB
Stretton DSO, arrived in Darwin on 26
December with his staff officers to establish
an Emergency Services Organisation
Committee. Captain EE Johnston, the Naval
Officer Commanding the North Australia
Area, was appointed to the committee
as Port Controller, with responsibility for
controlling the port and its approaches,
and for drafting an Emergency Plan in the
event of a further cyclone.

As preparations were made for the arrival
of the naval task group, Captain Johnston
relocated the naval headquarters to
his residence, Admiralty House. It was
agreed that the RAN relief force would be
allocated responsibility for clearing and
restoring 4,740 houses in the northern
suburbs of Nightcliff, Rapid Creek and
Casuarina. HS 748 aircraft continued to
ferry personnel and stores north to Darwin
and on the return trip taking evacuees
south. Evacuees were accommodated
in naval shore bases HMAS Kuttabul,
HMAS Penguin and HMAS Watson in
Sydney; and HMAS Moreton in Brisbane.

Meanwhile Clearance Diving Team 1 was
surveying damage to the patrol boats and
civilian craft, searching for missing vessels,
clearing Stokes and Fort Hill Wharves,
and assessing how to extract the wreck of
the Arrow.

The raw statistics amply illustrate the
magnitude of the relief work undertaken
by the RAN. Between 1 and 30 January,
naval personnel spent 17,979 man days
ashore, with up to 1,200 ashore at the peak
of the operation. Working parties cleared
some 1,593 housing blocks and cleaned
up schools, government and commercial
buildings and recreational facilities. They
installed generators, rewired houses,
repaired electrical and air-conditioning
systems, re-roofed or weatherproofed
buildings, and maintained and repaired
vehicles. Some parties worked to save
rare plants in the Botanical Gardens.

Hygiene parties disposed of spoiled
foodstuffs from houses, supermarkets
and warehouses. Female personnel
from Coonawarra supported civil relief

organisations and manned communication
centres. One  enterprising  sailor
from Hobart filled in as a relief disc jockey
for the local commercial radio station
— essential not only for communication
but for lifting morale in a shattered city.
The Wessex helicopters transported 7,832
passengers, 110,912kg of freight and
made 2,505 landings. The Navy’s HS748
aircraft completed 14 return flights to
Darwin and carried 485 passengers and
22,680kg of freight.
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All the relief work was carried out in the Wet
Season of the Top End of Australia. This lasts
from around September to April each year,
and sees daily humidity generally above 90
percent with temperatures over 30 degrees
Celsius. Frequent and intense rain makes
conditions even worse. Air-conditioning,
used extensively now, was in its infancy
in Darwin in 1974, and in any case there
was massive power failure following the
cyclone, often meaning buildings lacked
even fans for some time.

The situation required creative thinking
from all parts of the Armed Forces. Group
Captain David Hitchins, the Commanding
Officer of the RAAF base, described taking
the initiative with spraying Darwin from the
air to prevent disease:

...the hygiene problem was extensive.
Anyway, Sergeant Cowan went around and
had a look and he came back and told me
that if we didn’t do something fairly soon to
prevent the menace of breeding flies and so
on, we were going to be living in the middle
of a very nasty situation....

Red Cross personnel work with local people
after Cyclone Tracy. (Public domain)

[With] a little bit of sculling around, we
found three old gentlemen, mostly old
fellows about my age, who were agricultural
pilots...We gave those blokes carte blanche
to spray Darwin, including the RAAF Base.
We said we’d provide them with a place to
live, free beer, and they could control their
own air operations.

Without pay, the three then “spent the next
three or four days beating up and down the
main streets of Darwin at about 100 feet”.

The pilots eventually did get paid, Hitchins
said.

Some of the ways in which the Navy teams
were able to help were different indeed.
An officer later to become Chief of the
Navy, Rear Admiral Shackleton, recalls
being asked by a distraught woman to help
find her husband’s pay envelope, which
had been on the kitchen table when the
cyclone struck. Such envelopes contained
cash, as that was how people were usually
paid then. The only problem with helping
the woman search was that her house
had been largely destroyed. The Navy

members swapped wry glances, but some
of them volunteered, and the pay envelope
was found.

Working parties were typically composed
of 10 or 15 officers and sailors, depending
upon the nature of the task. Johnston noted:

Despite this, the cheerfulness and the work
of the sailors and officers was a subject
of much favourable comment. | mention
officers for, apart from those controlling
personnel, the officers were best employed
in manual labour and a photo of the captain
of Melbourne, Commodore Guy Ciriffiths,
stripped to the waist and carrying a large
baulk of timber, made the front pages in
southern newspapers.

At the end of January the Navy concluded
operations and handed over to the Army.
A Force Field Group of 650 personnel had
been assembled and moved to Darwin,
with a primary responsibility of individual
home clearance, the repair of services,
safety checks, and the re-roofing of homes.

Later Governor-General Peter Cosgrove,
then a captain, was one of the soldiers
deployed. He later recalled: “I was up here
in Darwin soon after Cyclone Tracy, when
Santa didn’t make it into Darwin. Santa
didn’t but the Australian Defence Force
did, we were here for weeks and weeks.”

Questions as to why there was no
decoration awarded for this service were
soon forthcoming. But no action was
taken, and therefore no group decoration
made. There have been suggestions made
to rectify this situation, but they have either
met with silence or refusal for various
reasons. In many ways the lack of action
can be summarised as follows:

1. There is an expectation in the Armed
Forces that unusual or arduous duty
is part of the job. Indeed, rather than
be paid an extra hourly rate or similar
for work performed after normal 9-5
or weekday hours, ADF personnel are
paid what was known then and is now
as a “Service Allowance”. In 2023 that
was $13,448 per year. More money is
paid to naval personnel who are at sea,
and if deployed to a combat zone ADF
members received additional pay, with
income tax suspended for their time.
So in many ways it is an expectation
that Service life demands more. Then
again, deployment to relief operations
for Cyclone Tracy demanded much
more: highly unpleasant work in
extremely arduous conditions for
week after week.

2. There was no such honour as the
National Emergency Medal at the
time. However, there is nothing to
stop the federal government making



the decoration retrospective. Indeed,
this has already been done: the Medal
was established in 2011 but recognises
operations from 2009.

Many people argue that making such
a medal retrospective would result in a
flood of applications for it to be applied
to other situations. To which must be
said, what of it? Why not reward people
for service beyond the norm? It can only
serve to make such the Forces and the
Emergency Services more attractive to
both those who served then, and those
who serve now. In fact anyone who
gave service to bring Darwin back from
disaster could be so rewarded.

There would be difficulty finding the
names of the personnel who served in
Tracy operations. This is not a realistic
argument. Considerable records exist
from the time, and aircraft manifests
and ship schemes of complement
and the like are plentiful, as are pay
records. Each branch of the ADF also

THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION

Damaged RAAF transport in the days after (Courtesy MAGNT)

contains personnel in historical sections
who might well be tasked to find such
records.

In conclusion, the award of the National
Emergency Medal would seem both possible
and have much to recommend it for Armed
Forces personnel involved in Cyclone Tracy.

Dr Tom Lewis OAM lived in Darwin for
25 years. He is a military historian, author,
and on-screen presenter and scriptwriter.
He is also a retired naval officer and the
author of 22 books. His Order of Australia
Medal was awarded for services to naval
history.
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CHAIR'S REPORT

Alan James OAM

Branch Chair

chairnt@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

As retiring Chair, | would like to say it has been a privilege
to serve the NT Branch and | extend my thanks to fellow
committee members, past and present.

| am proud of what we have collectively accomplished

over the past few years, including the reinstatement of the
Annual Dinner, securing the Lord Mayoral Reception each November, the return of
the AGM to Parliament House, and the institution of an annual tribute to distinguished
Territorians who have made an enduring contribution to our community.

Our strength lies in the breadth and engagement of our membership, and in our
shared commitment to recognising excellence and service in the Northern Territory.

The NT Branch will hold its Annual General Meeting on 10 March 2026. Some
executive positions will change, and a new committee will be elected.

EVENTS

20 NOVEMBER: LORD MAYORAL RECEPTION

The Lord Mayoral reception, now an annual event for the NT Branch, was attended
by about 50 of our members in the City of Darwin Chambers on 20 November.
NT Chair Alan James OAM officiated but invited the host, recently elected Lord Mayor the
Hon. Peter Styles, to address the group. Peter focused initially on his personal knowledge
of all the guests present from his attendance at numerous OAA events as husband of Linda
Fazldeen AM, our Committee Member, then spoke of his enjoyment of mingling with
many community groups, both socially and in civic service.

FEATURED MEMBER

VALE DR TED EGAN

The death of Dr Ted Egan AO in December
2025 is noted with deep sadness and
respect. Dr Egan was not only Administrator
of the Northern Territory from 2003 to
2007, but an icon in our community, and
was accorded the status of Living National
Treasure by the National Trust of Australia,
an award that has always been limited to
just 100 people at any one time.

Dr Ted Egan AO with NT Chair Alan James OAM
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Ted first came to the Northern Territory in 1949
at the age of 17. Between 1949 and 1973, he
worked with the Native Affairs Branch in the
outback as a Patrol Officer, a Superintendent
on an Aboriginal Reserve, a schoolteacher
and a school principal. He spent much time
working in various Indigenous communities
throughout the Territory, during which he gained
valuable insight into the culture and challenges
faced by Indigenous people in the NT.

Ted became active in the sporting realm and
in 1952 was co-founder of one of the NT’s
most successful football clubs: Saint Mary’s.
The club welcomed and trained many
Indigenous footballers, especially from the
Tiwi Islands, and Ted’s legacy remains strong.

Ted was a renowned raconteur and singer
and, in fact, learned at least two Indigenous
languages through song. He became famous
around the Territory for his performances,
singing and drumming on an empty beer
carton. His original songs included Sayonara
Nakamura, The Drover’s Boy, Drinkers of the
Territory, The Bangtail Muster, Poor Fellow
My Country and Gurrindji Blues, all included
in his 25 Albums of Songs.

NT BRANCH

OFFICE HOLDERS AND
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chair
Alan James OAM

Secretary
David De Silva AM

Treasurer
Aminul Islam OAM

Membership
Linda Fazldeen AM

Committee Members

Floss Roberts AM

Wayne Kraft AM

Helen Summers OAM

Jaya Srinivas OAM
Marie-Louise Pearson OAM

Lord Mayer Peter Styles with NT Contributing Editor Nora Lewis

Ted was also a television presenter and author
of several books. His most recent book Justice
All Their Own has been very well received in
legal circles. Ted has been described as one
of the few people to have successfully bridged
the gap between recording, writing and live
performance. His books and original songs
have contributed to a deeper understanding
of the Northern Territory’s history and culture.

During his lifetime Ted was honoured and
awarded on many occasions: In 1991 he
became a Member of the Order of Australia
(AM) and in 2003 was elevated to Officer of
the Order of Australia (AO). He was named a
Living National Treasure in 2004 and in 2011
received an Honorary Doctorate (D.Lit) from
Charles Darwin University.

Ted was the inaugural recipient of the
Australia Folk Trust Award for being a major
contributor to Australian Traditional Music. In
2023 the NT Branch of the Order of Australia
Association recognised Ted with a Lifetime
of Service Award, with a spoken tribute by
his friend and colleague Mr. Earl James AM,
which has been drawn on here.
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CHAIR’S REPORT

Ronda Nix OAM
Branch Chair
chairgld@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

As | write this report, my thoughts turn to the imminent

announcement of the recipients of awards in the 2026

Australia Day Honours. How excited they must be, and

how proud their families will be. We look forward to

congratulating them and meeting them either at their
investitures or later in the year at the welcome function our Branch Committee will
organise for them and their families and friends.

The diversity of the service each recipient gives never ceases to astound me. For
instance, at our 2025 Branch Christmas Party, Pastor Linda Sivyer OAM was our
Guest Speaker. Linda received her award for service to local government, and to
the remote community of Aurukun. Aurukun Shire is on the western side of Cape
York. It is the lands of the Wik, Wik Way and Kugu people, and Wik Mangan is the
predominant language spoken. Linda arrived there from Brisbane as a very young
woman, with just one small suitcase. As a city girl she went into an environment
completely foreign to her where she didn’t speak the language, and conditions
were primitive: no mod cons. But she stayed until she retired. Many in her position
would not have been so brave.

Preparations for the 2026 National Conference being held from 16-19 April at
Rydges South Bank Hotel and Conference Centre have been front and centre of
our Branch committee’s focus since my last report. Registrations are now open
via a link on the national website. The programme and list of speakers appear in
this issue of the magazine. Please join us and experience our famous Queensland
hospitality. You will have a wonderful time.

We thank the generous sponsors that have come on board to date for their generous
support. We are still seeking more ‘in kind” sponsors, so please contact me if you
can assist.

I look forward to catching up with many old friends and making new ones in April
at Briz26.

EVENTS

SECONDARY SCHOOLS CITIZENSHIP AWARD
PRESENTATION HELD IN CAIRNS

A pleasing sequel to our successful 2025 Secondary Schools Citizenship Awards
presentation took place in Cairns in tropical North Queensland on Friday 24 October
2025.

As reported in the previous edition of The Order, Her Excellency the Hon. Dr Jeannette
Young AC PSM, Governor of Queensland, presented these awards to 11 of 12 secondary
school students from throughout Queensland at Parliament House, Brisbane on Friday
19 September. Unfortunately, Sydney Richter, a Year 12 student representing Cairns State
High School, was unable to join the others at the Parliament House celebration.

Instead, Sydney received his award at the Year 12 2025 Valedictory and Awards Night
at the Cairns State High School on Friday evening 24 October 2025. There to make the
presentation was Geoff Cowles OAM, our Awards and Metro Events Coordinator, who
also coordinates the Secondary Schools Citizenship Awards.

Sydney is the seventh student from Cairns State High School to receive a Secondary
Schools Citizenship Award since the programme began in 1999, and his success is richly
deserved.

Geoff summed up his special visit to Cairns, “My visit to Cairns to meet this remarkable
young man and his family, and to present Sydney with his Secondary Schools Citizenship

QUEENSLAND
BRANCH

OFFICE HOLDERS AND
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Patron

Her Excellency the Hon. Dr Jeanette
Young AC PSM Governor of
Queensland

Chair

Ronda Nix OAM
Mobile: 0409 615 514
Deputy Chair

Dr Mick Davis AM ASM
Mobile: 0411 554 955

Membership Officer/Secretary
Robyn Porter OAM
Mobile: 0407 223 600

Treasurer
Dr Dennis Young AM
Mobile: 0411 631 3444

Board Nominated Director
Paula Penfold AM
Mobile: 0418 984 588

Committee Members

Qld Branch Editor - The Order
Kate Copeland AM

Protocol Officer

Graham Hyde OAM

Regional Groups Coordinator
Mackay, Isaac, Whitsunday: Vacant
Awards & Metro Events Coordinator
Geoffrey Cowles OAM
Merchandise Officer

Kelvin Brown OAM

Multicultural & Diversity Officer
Irene Cayas OAM

Humanitix Officer

Jenny Gregory OAM

All correspondence to:

Robyn Porter, Secretary
secqld@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

Award in front of his peers, was an absolute privilege; one | will always remember with
much fondness”.

Sydney Richter (left) with Geoff Cowles OAM after the
Awards Night at Cairns State High School
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CELEBRATING IN STYLE

Fifty-nine guests, including 36 Queensland Branch members,
attended a most enjoyable festive Members’ Christmas Fellowship
Lunch in the Sapphire Room at Wynnum Manly Leagues Club, at
Manly West in Brisbane, on Wednesday 26 November 2025.

The lunch had a Christmas theme and there were Christmas crackers
on the table. Quite a number of guests got into the Christmas spirit

by wearing the coloured crepe paper hats extracted from the
crackers. To add to the Christmas theme Geoff Cowles OAM, who
was the MC for the function, gave a special rendition of T'was the
Night Before Christmas, written by Clement Clarke Moore in 1823,
and an all-time favourite of many in the audience.

(L-R) Ralph Davies OAM, Patricia Large OAM, Chris Fitzgerald, Robyn Porter OAM, Oriana Seccombe, Robyn Scott, Barry McGown Scott OAM

Pastor Linda Sivyer OAM
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However, the ‘star of the show’ was Pastor Linda Sivyer OAM,
a regular to our functions and a local from Manly West who
accepted our invitation to be our guest speaker. Linda touched
on her current experience as Chaplain at Hilltop, Carinity’s aged
care community at Kelvin Grove, as well as offering insights and
interesting anecdotes from her 22 years until retirement in 2014 as
the hard-working Executive Assistant to the Mayor of the Aurukun
Shire Council at Cape York. Her stories about her work among our
Indigenous communities struck a chord with the audience and it
was a stirring and moving presentation. It was a privilege to be in
the audience to share Linda’s unique and valuable contribution to
society which led to her receiving her Medal (OAM) in the 2016
Australia Day Honours.

Check out our website

www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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16 — 19 APRIL 2026

RYDGES SOUTH BANK HOTEL AND CONFERENCE VENUE
Accommodation reservations: https:/www.rydges.com/private-page/order-of-australia-association/

PROGRAMME

THURSDAY 16 APRIL SATURDAY 18 APRIL

Arrival and registration, Rydges South Bank Hotel *  Annual General Meeting of the Order of Australia

Board and Branch Chairs’ meeting, Rydges South
Bank Hotel

Evening welcome reception, Government House,
Brisbane

FRIDAY 17 APRIL

Arrival and registration, Rydges South Bank Hotel
Welcome to Country and Official Opening
Oration and Keynote Speakers

Dinner at leisure

Association
Members’ Forum
Afternoon: Optional excursions:

- Sculpture tour, University of Queensland, with
sculptor Dr Rhyl Hinwood AM CF
Organ recital and sung Evensong, Holy Trinity
Church, Fortitude Valley

Evening: Association Dinner and Foundation
Scholarship presentations

SUNDAY 19 APRIL

Wreath-laying ceremony at Anzac Square

Farewell lunch and 2027 Conference Handover,
Rydges South Bank Hotel

ORATION 2026

MAJ GEN Emeritus Professor John Pearn AO GCSt) RFD
Globally renowned scientist, philosopher, orator and author
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GUEST SPEAKERS

Dr Dimity Dornan AO Michael Rayner AM Shelley Reys AO Dr Andrew Liveris AO

Hearing health and bionics advocate  Architect, urban designer, futurist  Chair, Council of the Order of President, Brisbane 2023 Olympic
Australia and Paralympic Games Organising
Committee

Prof. Zarnie Lwin AM Dr Rolf Gomes Maureen O’Brien-Stone Elijah Boul OAM

Medical oncologist, Clinical Founder, Heart of Australia, Chief Executive, Technical Aid for ~ Criminologist, Chairperson

Fellow QIMR Berghofer Queenslander of the Year 2026 Disabled Qld Ethnic Communities Council of
Queensland

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Gold Sponsors Silver Sponsors
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CHAIR'S REPORT

Dr John Gullotta AM
Branch Chair
chairnsw@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

On 22 July 2025 the NSW Branch celebrated 45 years and
we held a special celebratory Long Lunch on 6 December
2025 to commemorate this milestone in conjunction with
our Christmas event. It was a huge success with a capacity
crowd.

We also held our 2026 Annual Australia Day Harbour
Cruise Luncheon aboard MV Captain Cook IlI. It was a well enjoyed day on beautiful
Sydney Harbour with more than 140 members and friends attending and enjoying
the festivities in the air and on the water and foreshore.

The NSW Branch is attending as many regional events as possible and a sincere
thank you to our Regional Director, David North OAM and our Secretary Dianne
North OAM for representing the NSW Branch in our regions, the lifeblood of our
Association throughout regional and remote NSW. Several of our Regional Groups
have been very active in arranging local functions which are generally well attended.
For groups that need some extra help, we will be arranging meetings in major
regional hubs to assist them, as it is my aim as NSW Chair to visit as many Regional
Groups as | can.

I would like to thank all the hardworking NSW Branch committee members for their
support and tireless dedication throughout the year, and I look forward to a bigger
and better 2026!

I look forward to seeing you all at our upcoming events.

EVENTS
THE NSW BRANCH MARKS 45 YEARS WITH A ‘LONG LUNCH’

The NSW Branch marked the Association’s 45" anniversary with a festive ‘Long Lunch’
at the Heritage Atrium at the Hyatt Regency in Sydney, bringing together more than
100 members, family and friends to honour the milestone and welcome the beginning of
the holiday season.

The setting was a striking, narrow space bridging the original heritage structure and the
hotel’s modern extension, which was transformed with a single elegant long table running
the length of the atrium beneath a glass dome.

Guests gathered for pre-luncheon drinks before sitting down to a three-course menu
beginning with buffalo burrata, followed by Ora king salmon and finishing with a limoncello
deconstructed tiramisu.

NSW BRANCH

OFFICE HOLDERS AND
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Patron
Her Excellency The Honourable
Margaret Beazley AC KC

Chair

Dr John Gullotta AM

Mobile: 0418 233 069

Email: chairnsw@theorderofaustralia.
asn.au

Deputy Chair
Ms Martha Jabour OAM
Mobile: 0417 442 287

Honorary Secretary

Mrs Dianne North OAM

Mobile: 0429 774 363

Email: dianne_north@bigpond.com

Honorary Treasurer
Mrs Louise Paisley OAM
Mobile: 0414 597 323

Branch Nominated Director and
Regional Coordinator

Mr David North OAM

Mobile: 0419 485 071

Email: dirnsw@theorderofaustralia.
asn.au

Branch Membership Officer
Dr Geoffrey Glassock AM

Youth Community Service Award
Coordinator
Dr Frank Kelleher OAM

Committee Members

Mr Romano Di Donato OAM
Adj. Prof Sophie Scott OAM
Mr Gary Smith AM

Mrs Trish Wetton OAM
David Stuart-Watt AM

The Order of Australia Association
NSW Branch Postal Address

PO Box 561

Parramatta NSW 2124

continued next page
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Chair of the NSW Branch, Dr John
Gullotta AM, welcomed members and
guests by reflecting on the significance
of the milestone. “Today is a celebration
not only of our 45 years as a Branch, but
of the extraordinary community spirit
represented in this room. Every person
here has contributed in a unique and
lasting way to Australian life, and the Order
of Australia honours that commitment.
Your achievements, whether in service,
leadership, philanthropy, education, the
arts, medicine or community development
have helped shape our nation for the better.
We come together today to acknowledge
those efforts with pride and gratitude.
This anniversary marks 45 years of shared
purpose and community service. Each one
of you has received your Order of Australia
because you chose to make a difference, not
for recognition, but because you believed
in helping others. That spirit of generosity
defines who we are as Australians. Today,
we celebrate your achievements, your
service and the friendships and connections
that bind this Association together as well as
celebrating the beginning of the Christmas
season.”

A highlight was the unveiling and cutting
of the 45" anniversary cake made by Café
Etna at Horsley Park, accompanied by
a performance of the ‘Brindisi’ from La
Traviata by tenor Gaetano Bonfante and
soprano Camilla Wright. Diners joined
the pair in raising their glasses to toast the
Association’s milestone.

Entertainment continued throughout the
afternoon with guitarist and singer Alex
Partridge. Bonfante and Wright earlier
made a dramatic entrance via the venue
escalator to perform pieces from musical
theatre, Christmas carols and light opera
performances that earned standing ovations
and drew spectators from hotel balconies
above.

The celebration also included a
fundraising raffle to support the Order
of Australia  Association  Foundation
Scholarship programme. Sponsors including
Bowerhaus, Harrigan’s at the Hunter
Valley and the Hunter Valley Gardens
contributed generously, offering jewellery,
accommodation packages and family
passes as prizes. Lucky door prizes were
awarded to guests throughout the event.

The gathering continued well into the
afternoon, with guests departing after
4pm, a fitting ending to a memorable “long
lunch” and a proud celebration of 45 years
of service by the NSW Branch of the Order
of Australia Association to our community.

CELEBRATING UNITY AND
CULTURAL DIVERSITY ON
AUSTRALIA DAY 2026

Australia Day is about so much more
than the events of one day - it is about
where we have come from, who we are
as a nation and what we aspire to be.
The date of January 26 is an important
date in Australia’s history that has evolved
over time.
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On our national day we can reflect
on our complete and complex history
and understand that acknowledging
and reconciling our past helps lay a
path to a stronger future. We respect
and celebrate Aboriginal and Torres
Strait  Islander  Peoples’  survival,
resilience and more than 65,000 years
of continuous culture. It’s also a day we
can pay respect to the stories, histories
and contributions of the Australians

who lived, worked and fought for the
values and freedoms we sometimes take
for granted.

It is a day that will mean different things
to each of us. We are all shaped by our
own experiences, and we celebrate
living in a dynamic, multicultural
nation where everyone’s views, beliefs
and contributions are valued.

Australians recognise the importance of
celebrating our national day, an inclusive



day where we acknowledge our traditional
owners as well all the other nationalities
that make our land so multicultural, so
special to live in and be a part of, with
its diverse and long-standing culture as
we all unite as Australians. Australia Day
is a day to reflect, respect and celebrate
the Australian spirit and the best of this
country: our mateship, our sense of

FEATURED MEMBER

THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION

community and our multicultural diversity.

This year a capacity crowd of NSW
members and guests enjoyed the Australia
Day Harbour cruise and luncheon, a
longstanding annual event for our Branch.
It was a most enjoyable, relaxed day on
Sydney Harbour aboard the Captain Cook
Il on a glorious summer day. Everyone
enjoyed the atmosphere with good food,
drinks and importantly exchanging stories
and life experiences with other Order of
Australia recipients from all walks of life
and different cultural backgrounds.

All aboard had front row seats to the
tri-forces ceremony. This began with the
Australian Army’s 21 gun salute echoing
across the water from North Sydney. HMAS
Canberra, the Royal Australian Navy’s
flagship, took centre stage as a seahawk
helicopter swept overhead, proudly
carrying the Australian national flag in a
breathtaking aerial display. High above
the Royal Australia Air Force joined the
moment with a F-35 Fast-Jet flypast, timed
to the final notes of the national anthem
at midday, followed by an exhilarating
handling display, a testament to precision

and skill.

This was followed by the Australia Day
Ferrython Race, Navy Seahawk Helicopter
flag display, Maritime Mayhem water
show, Australia Day Harbour Parade, the
Tall Ships Race and the 190th Australia day
Regatta.

NSW Branch Chair, Dr John Gullotta
AM, welcomed members and guests and
highlighted the importance of The Order
of Australia Awards in recognising the
significant work and service of our fellow
Australians, especially in rural and remote
areas across our nation. He also highlighted
the importance of unity and inclusivity of all
cultures on Australia Day, especially after
the events of recent months. He thanked
everyone for attending and supporting
this special day and acknowledged the
tremendous contribution that Order of
Australia recipients have made to our
nation via their hard work, service and
dedication.

It was a very successful and enjoyable
day, and we look forward to reflecting,
respecting and celebrating, with unity and
cultural inclusivity, every day leading up to
Australia Day 2027!

VALE DAME MARIE BASHIR AD CVO

Dame Marie Bashir AD CVO

It is with great sadness that we
acknowledge the passing of Professor the
Hon. Dame Marie Bashir AD CVO.

Dame Marie served as the 37th Governor
of New South Wales from 2001 to 2014,
tirelessly supported by her husband, Sir
Nicholas Shehadie AC OBE.

We all pay tribute and mourn the passing
of this esteemed Australian who served
the community of New South Wales in her
many varied roles and also in the highest
office in the State and the oldest public
office in Australia as Governor. She was
the first woman and also the first person
of Lebanese descent to be appointed as
governor of an Australian state.

Professor Bashir was made an Officer
of the Order of Australia in 1988 for her
services to child and adolescent health
and subsequently made a Companion of
the Order in 2001. She was later invested
by Her Late Majesty The Queen, with the
insignia of a Commander of the Royal
Victorian Order (CVO) in 2006. She was

named Dame (AD) in the General Division
of the Order of Australia in the 2014
Queen’s Birthday Honours.

NSW Branch Chair John Gullotta AM
knew her in her role as a fellow doctor,
the 17th Chancellor of the University of
Sydney and Governor of NSW. He said
that Dame Marie was a kind, humble,
caring, compassionate and very down-to-
earth lady and that he felt so very fortunate
to have known her.

Dame Marie exemplified the essence and
spirit of being a true Australian and she will
be truly missed! She was a much-loved and
long-standing member of our community
who made a remarkable contribution to
Australian public life and mental health
leadership.

On behalf of the NSW Branch Committee
and The Order of Australia Association,
we convey the deepest and heartfelt
condolences to Dame Marie’s three
children, six grandchildren and all her
extended family.
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CHAIR'S REPORT

Alastair Douglas OAM

Branch Chair

chairtas@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

By the time this edition is distributed, the Tasmanian
Branch and Regions will have conducted their annual
general meetings at which it is expected that some
new members will be appointed to various positions.
Changes will be reported in the next edition.

The Branch Treasurer, Ron Blake OAM, retires this year having completed three
consecutive terms. Ron has been a diligent treasurer, ensuring the accuracy of
records for the Branch and in reporting nationally. | will miss the willing support,
sound advice, service and friendship he has generously given me and the
Association over the past nine years. Fortunately for the Association, Ron will
continue as the North-West Region’s treasurer.

The Branch unfortunately also loses Vicki Purnell OAM from the State committee.
Vicki has been a valuable member, looking after the collation of Tasmania Branch
material for this magazine and her efforts will be sadly missed.

It was pleasing to see an increase in the number of Tasmanian Australia Day
awardees this year from 15 last year to 21. We will look forward to meeting and
congratulating them on their awards at future occasions.

EVENTS
AROUND THE REGIONS

Northern Region

A pleasant Christmas Lunch was held at
the historic Woolmers Estate, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, on the outskirts of
Longford a short drive from Launceston.
Many will know Woolmers as the site
of the National Rose Garden and the
collection of buildings, many dating back
to the estate’s foundation in 1817, that
have been preserved in their 19th-century
condition, including the main homestead,
workers’ cottages, a chapel, blacksmith
shop, stables and, notably, one of the
oldest intact woolsheds in Australia.
Guest speaker at the lunch was
Dr James Markos AM who spoke about
the detrimental impact of woodsmoke in
the Tamar Valley, including Launceston. It
can be particularly bad in winter with the
smoke emanating from domestic wood
heaters.

North-West Region

The Hellyers Road Distillery was the venue
for a successful afternoon tea to celebrate
and congratulate the 2025 Australia Day
and King’s Birthday awards recipients.
Regional Convenor Rod Bramich OAM
welcomed the 39 Regional members,
friends and local council mayors who
spoke of the achievements of their
constituents who had received awards.
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Southern Region

A small and relaxed Christmas Lunch was
held at the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania.
Attendees were treated to an enthusiastic
and animated talk by Tony Coen OAM
who spoke of the history and future of
heritage railways throughout Tasmania and
also of Scottish Pipe Bands, particularly
the Tasmania Police Pipe Band of which
he is Drum Major.

Tony, a man of many talents, started his
career to become a train driver which
today is a busy pastime with the Tasmanian
Transport Museum. Photo courtesy of the
Glenorchy Gazette.

Tony Coen OAM

TASMANIAN
BRANCH

OFFICE HOLDERS AND

COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

Patron

Her Excellency The Hon.
Barbara Baker AC
Governor of Tasmania

Branch Chair
Mr Alastair Douglas OAM
Mobile: 0418 127 897

Hon Secretary
Mrs Beatrice Lawrence OAM

Hon Treasurer
Mr Ron Blake OAM

Branch Nominated Director
Dr Rosemary Callingham AM

Branch Committee

Mr Neville Bingham AFSM OAM
Dr Nicholas Chantler AM

Mr Tony Coen OAM

Mr Barry Easther OAM

Mrs Belinda Hazell OAM

Dr Frank Madill AM

Dr George Merridew AM

Mrs Maureen Oates OAM

Regional Convenors

South
Mrs Belinda Hazell OAM

North
Dr George Merridew AM

North West
Mr Rod Bramich OAM
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FEATURED MEMBER

THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION

BETTY LAVERTY OAM

Betty Laverty OAM

Betty Laverty OAM received her
award in 2022, having started her life
of volunteering at the age of 19 when
she became secretary of the Northern
Branch of the Youth Hostels Association,
a worldwide organisation. With others
she did many workshops improving the

accommodation of these hostels in and
around northern Tasmania.

Betty became involved in the Launceston
Caledonian Society in the early 1960s and
was Secretary for 12 years, having served
on the committee from the early 70s. She
also ran the pre-ball socials from 1973 to
the late 90s, usually three each year before
the Caledonian Ball that was held annually
in Launceston.

Betty joined the Scottish Country Dancing
in 1958 and began assisting with the
teaching and took over the class in 1982.
She was Treasurer for the class for about 25
years, also becoming Secretary of the class.
Betty was awarded a life membership at
the 50th Anniversary of the class in 2004.
She was also in the display/demonstration
team for 40 years and was part of the
Executive of the Tasmanian Caledonian
Council in the 1980s and 1990s, which ran
the Highland Games.

In 1997 she gained her Teachers Certificate
and was the first Tasmanian to gain the
Certificate through the Australian Teachers
Alliance.

Teaching and the arts in various forms have
all featured strongly in Betty’s life. She
was invited to join the Launceston School
for Seniors in 1989 ‘Singing for Pleasure
Class’ of which she is now the Coordinator.
She teaches Scottish Country Dance Class
for older people, became Secretary of the
Launceston School for Seniors Committee
in 1997 and served in that position for 21
years, having served on the committee for
more than 23 years, being awarded life
membership in 2015.

For some 15 years Betty was the secretary
of various pipe bands. Liking to keep
herself busy, she has been a volunteer
radio operator in the control room of the
Northern Ambulance Service, a Founding
Member of the Northern Tasmanian
Mini  Car Club, an original Festivale
Committee member when it first started in
Launceston, and Secretary to the Board of
Management responsible for building the
Launceston Dowling Street Sports Centre.

While continuing to enjoy and contribute
in many different spheres, Betty Laverty
OAM s also currently the OAA Tasmania
Branch’s Northern Regional Group’s
secretary.

KNOWING WHICH PIECE OF INSIGNIA TO WEAR

Day Functions

Everyday Wear

The full-size insignia (Main Piece) is generally worn at day functions
where decorations have been prescribed by the event, for example
OAA Events or Anzac Day.

Evening Functions

Atevents such as evening receptions and dinners where decorations
have been prescribed, the miniature insignia is generally worn. The
main exception to this is Neck Decorations (AC and AO), which are
worn in full-size.

A lapel pin may be worn on civilian clothes at any time. Only one
badge should be worn at a given time and not when other insignia
pieces are worn.

For additional Order of Australia lapel pins or medals please contact
the Honours Secretarial via phone or email.

Tel: 02 6283 3533

E: honours@gg.gov.au
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Making business strategy visible

Commonwealth
Bank Australia
1989

Australian Made
1986

Patra Foods
Australia
1970

ZhiFengTang
China
2025

BHP Steel
Australia
2001
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While you may not be
familiar with the name
Cato Brand Partners,
it’s highly likely you will
recognise the identities
of many of their clients.

Founded by Dr Ken Cato AO, the company has

quietly built an international profile, defining
and designing brands for organisations
in more than one hundred countries,
from start-ups to some of the world’s
most admired and trusted businesses,
both small and large. Offices are spread
across Australia, New Zealand, Asia,

the Subcontinent, the Americas,

and the Middle East.

Established

as a small

design studio

in Melbourne

in 1970, the

company began

with a handful of

projects, one of which
was the launch of
the iconic Patra brand,
which revolutionised
the fruit juice industry by
introducing fresh-squeezed
orange juice daily. It quickly

became a household name, and more followed.

Over the fifty-six years since, the
company’s continued expansion has
enabled collaboration with a diverse
range of Australian and international
clients. A notable example
is the ZhiFengTang health,
science and technology company in
China, a major producer of bee-derived
products. For more than a decade, Cato
has been managing the company’s
branding strategy and market presence,
culminating in the concept and design
for an immersive educational museum
in Beijing. The Beeseum, as it is known,
has recently been recognised in the
Guinness Book of Records as the world’s largest
bee-themed exhibition and experiential centre.

Through such projects, Ken Cato and his multi-
disciplinary team have gained valuable insights
into global cultures, markets, and behavioural
trends, informing their branding strategies.
They also have a close understanding of the
challenges facing clients in our quickly
evolving technological landscape. With
the impact of Artificial Intelligence,
branding today needs to be intelligible
in both human and machine terms.

Such know-how underpins the company’s

approach to all facets of branding, from strategy = Macquarie

to implementation, leading to distinctive brand ?;:;Sg e
identity programs that transcend cultural
boundaries and emerging information
technologies, and thus establish

a strong and clearly defined

presence in the global

marketplace.

Brand
South Australia
2013

Dubai Airports
2011

Homecentre

The thinking
that informed  Landmark Group
the strategies for  hor"
branding programs penq
f(?r a wide' variety of ;g(‘)“;a"
organisations 1n
all market sectors
is revealed in Ken Cato’s
latest book, ‘Recognise Me’, with
504 pages containing over 2300 images.

Copies of the book can currently
be purchased for a discounted price.
To order, visit the website,
or email melbreception@
catobrandpartners.com.

You can also keep up to date
with current projects and
items of interest in the complimentary
newsletter, ‘BrandNews’. Register your
interest on the company website or

email pa@catobrandpartners.com.
To learn more
or to discuss a

potential project,

contact Dr Kenneth W Cato AO,
Chairman and Global Creative Director.
Telephone +61 3 9421 0100, or email
chairman@catobrandpartners.com.

Seven Network
Australia
2000

Defining and designing tomorrow’s brands since 1970. www.catobrandpartners.com
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CHAIR'S REPORT

Judy Hogben AM
Branch Chair
chairwa@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

As the AGM for the WA Branch is set to be held on 25 February, with nominations called for a number
of committee members as well as Branch Nominated Director, a list of current committee members
has not been included in this report. Results of election will be posted on the web after the AGM. The
focus for the new committee will be on both reflecting on the successes (or otherwise) of previous years
and implementing initiatives and directions foreshadowed in the 2025 National Survey. Some of these
changes were initiated in 2025, including what many believe was an outstanding and emotional visit
to the Once Known Exhibition at the Old Perth Boys School, a part of the John Curtin Gallery, during
NAIDOC Week.

In line with members’ requests for a wider range of events and settings, the Branch'’s first Sundowner featured Professor Kingsley
Dixon AO FTSE. His talk on biodiversity, held at the Cottesloe Golf Course in October, received great feedback. Professor Dixon
has been recently awarded the honour of 2026 Senior Australian of the Year WA, and the Branch’s 2026 calendar will feature a
visit to his property in Waroona for a special guided tour of his nationally acclaimed Cypress Farm and Gardens.

The importance of regional events and the connections that they enable was also highlighted during the year. The recent lunch
organised by the South-West Regional Group at Busselton attracted more than 70 people at the newly finished Hilton. The
Mandurah lunch was another example of the importance of regional connections.

One programme that is unique to WA is the Branch’s Police Patron Scheme. In this Branch members have the opportunity to
become a Patron of squads of up-and-coming police officers undergoing training at the Police Academy. 2025 was a year of
significant anniversaries for the Order and the Association and so it was for the Police Patron Scheme as it marked 25 years of
operation and, through this, ongoing service to the WA community.

Another highlight was our visit in November to the Perth Hebrew Congregation. In the past our muli-faith-based events have been
held in the Anglican Cathedral of Perth. To acknowledge the wider faith base of our membership and to reflect this in our activities,
we were delighted to accept an invitation from Rabbi Lieberman and the Perth Hebrew Congregation Board of Management to a
prayer service. The visit was generous in the sharing of information about the holy books and the service format. It was followed by
dinner at Rabbi Lieberman’s home prepared by his wife Liat. The WA Branch thanks the Perth Hebrew Congregation for organising
this and will continue with its multi-faith outreach, as well as the continuation of events at St George’s Cathedral.

Going back to the National Survey and how the new committee in the WA Branch will be responding: one of the central findings
was that a diverse range of events and offerings, both formal and more informal, would be most welcome. In short, “mix it up
a bit”, but keep a combination of socialising, interesting speakers, good food along with a variety of venues and event timing.
The committee will, I'm sure, look forward to delivering on that request. One of the most pleasing survey results was that WA

responses showed that satisfaction with membership is high and such feedback is always warmly received.

wabranch@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
Tel: 0418 865 313
Mail:

General Correspondence:

The Secretary, 26B Albemarle Street, Scarborough, WA 6019

Financial Correspondence:

The Treasurer, PO Box 477, West Perth, WA 6872

POLICE PATRON
SCHEME

The Police Patron Scheme was inaugurated
in October 2000, an initiative between WA
Police and the Association’s WA Branch that
has proved very successful for the police and
all the members of the WA Branch who have
participated. Kevin Campbell AM was the
first Patron at Maylands under the command
of Police Superintendent, Chris Dawson,
now our Governor. The commitment
requires 28 weeks of involvement with
a squad of new police recruits. At their
graduation awards ceremony, the Patron
of the WA Branch presents an award that
is decided by the squad members. It was
previously called the Good Samaritan
Award and was awarded by the family of a
long-serving and dedicated padre.

The WA Branch was given the privilege of
presenting this award and in 2026 it has been
renamed the Cassandra Chapman Courage
and Integrity award. In 2024 Cassandra
unfortunately died in a diving accident. As
a junior officer she intervened in a domestic
violence situation when a senior officer, her
partner at the time, was abusing his police
powers. Going against police culture, she
reported the incident.

The current award criteria are: ‘unselfish
behaviour among peers; caring and
compassionate; a recruit who will ‘walk
the extra mile’ without question; one who
supports the squad and maintains discipline
and harmony within it. Proposed additional
criteria: a recruit that demonstrates moral
courage and integrity, therefore less about
physical acts of bravery/courage but rather
about ethical decision making when times

are tough and the chips are down; facing
diversity and not going with the flow, but
with what is right and just.

The WA Branch is always looking for

members to participate. Those interested
should email:

wabranch@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
attention Michael Bleus OAM.

FORTHCOMING WA
BRANCH EVENTS

18 March: Reception for New
Australian Day Honours Recipients at
City of Stirling Council Offices

1 April at 7pm: An Evening with
Gilbert and Sullivan at St Louis Estate,
Claremont
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EVENTS
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2025

On 3 December, 110 members met at the Fremantle Sailing Club, a lovely venue
overlooking a sea of beautiful yachts and boats with the Indian Ocean in the distance.
Many of us were delighted to return and thank Bettine Heathcote AM for arranging such
an excellent occasion. The welcome from Judy Hogben AM and National Chairman, Barry
Nunn AO were informative and not too long! Clive Robartson AM discussed the Members’

Survey and results.

Our members are interesting people with varied interests, and conversation rarely lags.
The Christmas spirit was in the air as we pulled crackers, wore the usual hats and read the
gags and riddles. It was an excellent meal, a good start to the festive season.

FEATURED MEMBER

Fremantle Sailing Club

MUSIC, NOT WORDS: DR MARGARET PRIDE OAM

Dr Margaret Pride OAM was born in Perth, Western Australia,
where in 1972 she obtained a BA (Mus) at the University of Western
Australia. Margaret says that she expresses herself through music,
not words.

Dr Pride began her professional life as a pianist and moved
into teaching to earn enough money to study in England. She
loved teaching so much that the England trip did not eventuate!

Dr Margaret Pride OAM (courtesy Roxana Negutescu, Black Label)
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She did, however, study choral music and conducting for five
years in the US, gaining her performance doctorate under Rodney
Eichemberger at the prestigious University of Southern California.
She is known worldwide and has conducted concerts and choirs in
Europe, Japan, Southeast Asia, the US and across Australia.

Margaret continues to be a committed teacher, involved at times
in schools and helping individual students at university and
professional levels.

She developed a large orchestral and choral programme as Musical
Director for Methodist Ladies College (1974 -1985). For nine years
at the University of Western Australia, she was Senior Lecturer in
Music, and Musical Director of Choral Studies. She was also Senior
Lecturer at Edith Cowan University, and Music Director for the
West Australian Symphony Orchestra Chorus for eight years. She
has been state and national president of the Australian National
Choral Association.

For more than 25 years, Margaret conducted the Perth Symphonic
Chorus, Perth Baroque and Philharmonic Orchestras and Perth
Collegium Musicum Choir. In recognition of her work as founding
Music Director of the Perth Symphonic Chorus, and for initiating
so many choirs and young singers, the Perth Symphonic Chorus
set up the Margaret Pride Scholarship Fund to ‘continue the
ethos instilled by their founding director, by formally starting an
avenue of supporting and providing mentorship and performance
opportunities for singers in the difficult transition phase from
tertiary study to professional work'”.

From 2024 to 2025, Margaret lived in England, where she gave
workshops and conducted concerts with professionals. In May
2025, she conducted an International Choir on Memorial Day
Weekend in Carnegie Hall, New York.

The WA Branch is very grateful to Margaret who has arranged
singers and orchestral players for several of our functions.



CHAIR'S REPORT

Fred Harrington OAM
Branch Chair
chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

Greetings and welcome to 2026.

As | was pondering the words to say to the members,

their families and friends impacted by the recent

bushfires here in Victoria, news is just coming through

regarding the flooding around the Lorne/Wye River
and Great Ocean Road area. All | can say to those affected by either of these
disasters is that the thoughts and good wishes of all Victorians are with you as
you face the task of rebuilding your lives and livelihoods.

On a positive note, it is great to see so many community members coming
together to provide significant levels of support in so many ways following these
devastating events.

Congratulations are extended to all 2026 Australia Day Honours recipients
and, particularly, to the 178 within Victoria who all have been recognised for
contribution to their communities.

The Vic Branch Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday 20 March.
Again this year, there are several committee positions to be filled, particularly
Merchandise Coordinator, Events Coordinator and Membership Secretary. For
several years now the Vic Branch Committee has continued to operate despite
these several vacancies, however that situation cannot continue, so | ask all Vic
members to consider nominating for a position on the Vic Branch Committee
so that we can continue to conduct an interesting and enjoyable programme for
all members.

| look forward to meeting members at 2026 events.

VICTORIA
BRANCH

OFFICE HOLDERS AND
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Patron

The Governor of Victoria,
Her Excellency Professor the
Hon. Margaret Gardener AC

Chair
Fred Harrington OAM

chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

Mobile: 0417 116 304
Deputy Chair
Trevor Clark OAM

Secretary
Jill Page OAM

Treasurer
Alan Brook OAM

Branch Nominated Director
Grahame Leonard AM

Editor VIC
Dr Teresa De Fazio OAM

Membership Secretary
Fred Harrington OAM

Regional Groups Co-ordinator
Barb Brook OAM

Committee

Dr Helene Bender AM
Connie Boglis OAM
Beverley Pinder OAM

FORTHCOMING VIC BRANCH EVENTS

Friday 20 March: VIC Branch Paul Wheelton AM Inspiring Australians Oration at the Angliss
Conference Centre commencing 10.30am. The Oration will be delivered by Kathryn Fagg AC.

Bookings via TryBooking https:/www.trybooking.com/DHHUD close Friday 13 March.

Friday 20 March: VIC Branch Annual General Meeting. 12.30pm following the Oration and
refreshments at the Angliss Conference Centre 555 Latrobe Street, Melbourne

Bookings via TryBooking https://www.trybooking.com/DHHTW close Friday 13 March.

Tuesday 28 July 12 noon VIC Branch Mid-Year Luncheon at Stamford Plaza Melbourne
111 Little Collins Street Melbourne

Thursday 26 November 6pm VIC Branch End of Year Dinner at Stamford Plaza Melbourne
111 Little Collins Street Melbourne

2026 events including Annual General Meetings are on the VIC Branch Events website page
https:/theorderofaustralia.asn.au/vic/upcoming-events/

Paul Wheelton AM
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FEATURED MEMBER

GEORGINA GUBBINS OAM:
FOR EVERY CHILD GROWING UP ON THE LAND

Georgina Gubbins OAM

“Career coaches talk about having a plan
- a roadmap to your dream role. But my
journey has been anything but linear. |
never set out to be a leader. And there was
never a plan.”

The only plan that seemed to shape
Georgina’s Gubbins’ early life was a career
in nursing. Georgina’s professional life
started as a remote area nurse. However, life

ELEVATED MEMBER

KATHRYN FAGG

Kathryn Fagg was an Officer of the Order
(AO) recipient Queen’s Birthday 2019
for distinguished service to business and
finance, to the central banking, logistics and
manufacturing sectors, and to women.

In the King’s Birthday Honours 2025,
Kathryn was elevated to Companion of the
Order of Australia (AC) for eminent service
to business governance, to the banking,
finance and investment industry, to public
administration, to the not-for-profit sector,
and to women.

Kathryn started her career as an engineer
and has gone on to hold a range of
Executive and Board roles. She has more
than 25 years of senior commercial and
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had other plans. She became an ‘accidental
farmer’ a few years later. As life’s journey
proceeded, Georgina found herself striving
to build a productive modern farm and
raising her daughters as a single mother.

Georgina’s learning curve was considerable
and so too was the challenge of stepping
into a man’s world: cattle and sheep
farming.

Georgina points out that the system never
made it easy, in fact, it was only in 1994
that women were even legally recognised as
farmers in their own right. Before that, they
were ‘non-productive sleeping partners’,
‘helpmates’, or simply ‘domestics’.
Georgina says that she became acutely
aware that, to build a successful farm, she
needed to balance science, data and stay
in step with innovation. She learnt from
undertaking research and formal studies, as
well as through ‘pub talk” and tapping into
the farming community around her, despite
the initial obstacles of being accepted.

“Farming is not just about watching the
grass grow. It’s about understanding pasture
systems, climate cycles, genetics, animal
welfare, biosecurity and most importantly,
business strategy.”

Georgina may not have planned to be a
farmer, but she certainly proved she has
all that it takes to carve out a remarkable
journey in the sector. In addition to

AC

operational leadership experience in a
range of industries. Kathryn was appointed
Chair of the Commonwealth Scientific and
Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO)
in 2021; she had served on the Board since
2018 and was Deputy Chair in 2020.

Kathryn Fagg AC is a current Non-Executive
Director of the National Australia Bank;
Djerriwarrh  Investments and Medibank
Private. She is an Executive Mentor at
Merryck & Co Australia and New Zealand
since 2016, Inaugural Chair Watertrust
Australia, Board Member The Myer
Foundation, Chair Breast Cancer Network
Australia, Board Member Champions of
Change Coalition and Grattan Institute,
since 2018.

establishing herself as a successful farmer,
Georgina took on various roles such as panel
advisory member for Meat and Livestock
Australia, Australian Wool Innovation, and
State Government bodies.

The ability to be strategic, responsive and
resilient has ensured a life journey full of
opportunities, alongside the hard work.

Georgina was awarded a Corporate
Governance Scholarship from Meat and
Livestock Australia to attend the Australian
Institute of Company Directors Course. “At
the time | was undertaking a Masters of
Agriculture and things were a bit hectic,
but I have a habit of grasping opportunities
when they present themselves - and
sometimes the timing isn’t great!”

Georgina not only forged a path for herself,
but for women in farming and agriculture.
“It's been deeply rewarding to help shape
research and innovation, to be at the
forefront of innovation and to ensure that
women’s voices are heard in agriculture,”
she says. “Agriculture is not just about
food. It's about community, resilience,
and innovation. It's about feeding and
clothing a nation, and doing it with care,
science and pride. My honour is not just for
myself, but for every woman who’s been
underestimated, every farmer who's faced
hardship, and every child growing up on
the land wondering what’s possible.”

Kathryn Fagg AC
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VICTORIAN MULTICULTURAL HONOUR
ROLL RECIPIENTS

The Victorian Multicultural Honour Roll inductees were presented
as part of the Victorian Multicultural Awards for Excellence at
Government House on 4 December 2025.

The Honour Roll is overseen by the Victorian Multicultural
Commission, and it recognises champions of diversity and
community building who have played a significant role in
strengthening multiculturalism for all to enjoy.

The Honour Roll is part of the Victorian Multicultural Awards,
which have been held for 24 years and are conferred by the
Governor of Victoria and Premier. The recent Honour Roll
included four OAA members, each drawing on their expertise,
lived experience and connections across the broader Victorian
community to ensure inclusive services, equitable access and
building of community cohesion.

Vivienne Nguyen AM, Chair of the Victorian Multicultural
Commission, says that the, “Honour Roll acts as a recognition on
the importance of, and the obligation to contribute to community
service, whether it be in our own cultural knowledge, or our lived
experienced lens, for the betterment and harmonious society we
want to nurture”.

She adds that, “As a modern country in an ever more connected
world, it is an absolute necessity to champion contribution from all
peoples, in all different ways, shapes and sizes which bring out the
best from people.”

Vivienne notes that the Honour Roll inductees all contribute to
creating a flourishing society for all to benefit from -- economically,
socially, intellectually and culturally.

Dr Teresa De Fazio OAM

Dr Teresa De Fazio OAM is a nationally respected leader
advancing multiculturalism, social cohesion and intercultural
inclusion across Victoria — from school rooms to executive board
rooms. Starting as a pioneer in community languages education,
she went on to develop a range of inclusion initiatives, such as
workplace leadership strategy development and mentoring, anti-
racism initiatives and supporting youth leadership. Her work has
empowered diverse communities and inspired future generations to
embrace equity and cultural pride. Through her strategic vision and
mentorship, Dr De Fazio has created a lasting legacy of inclusion,
cultural confidence as well intergenerational empowerment.

Iwan Walters MP, Representative of the Premier of Victoria, Dr Teresa De Fazio
OAM, Professor Margaret Gardner, Governor of Victoria. (Courtesy Victorian
Multicultural Commission)

Vedran Drakuli OAM

Vedran Drakuli OAM is a visionary leader, humanitarian
and advocate, who has dedicated 20 years to advancing
multiculturalism, social cohesion and refugee support across
Victoria. Vedran’s contribution to the multicultural community
includes creating opportunities, strengthening communities, and
amplifying the voices of migrants, refugees and young people. His
commitment to leading by example inspires future generations to
embrace diversity, inclusion and civic responsibility.

Eugenia Mitrakas OAM

Eugenia Mitrakas is a pioneering leader and advocate from a
refugee background, whose work has transformed Victoria’s
multicultural and legal landscape. As the first Greek female lawyer
in Victoria and the first woman on the Legal Admission Board, she
has championed women, migrants and emerging communities.
Through her advocacy, mentorship and leadership in legal, welfare
and educational initiatives, Eugenia has expanded access to
justice, preserved cultural identity and inspired generations.

View of the ceremony, Victorian Multicultural Awards for Excellence, Government House,Victoria (Courtesy Victorian Multicultural Commission)
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Andrew Phelan AM
Branch Chair
chairact@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

The ACT Branch ended 2025 with two significant signature

events helping to raise the profile of our Association:

On 22 October, Emeritus Professor Mark Howden

AC delivered the 2025 OAA-ANU Lecture; and

on 25 November, Chief of Defence Force Admiral

David Johnston AC RAN gave the 2025 OAA-ADF
Oration. Both events, which recognise the outstanding contributions of academic
and military members of the Order to Australian society, now have dedicated pages
on our website featuring their complete histories with links to transcripts and videos
where available. The year fittingly also concluded with a 50th Anniversary of the
Australian Honours and Awards Celebratory Lunch on 27 November, featuring
Branch Patron Dr Sue Packer AO and GPCAPT Phil Morrall AM CSC, followed by
our End of Year Celebration and Picnic on 4 December.

Our 2026 programme began with a well-attended Australia Day Breakfast on
Tuesday 27 January, at which Dr Joseph Johnson CSC OAM AAM spoke eloquently
on his remarkable service to Australia’s Antarctic programme, leading winter
expeditions and relief voyages in one of the world’s most challenging environments,
reminding us of the dedication and resilience that characterise the best of Australian
endeavour. The breakfast provided a wonderful opportunity for members to gather
in celebration of Australia Day and to reflect on the values of citizenship and service
that underpin the Order.

On behalf of the ACT Branch, | extend warmest congratulations to all recipients of
honours and awards in the Order of Australia announced in the 2026 Australia Day
list. We look forward to welcoming new ACT recipients at our Autumn Reception,
scheduled for 29 April 2026, and to continuing our tradition of celebrating outstanding
Australian citizenship throughout the year.

Looking ahead, we are delighted that Her Excellency the Governor-General, following
her attendance at our 2025 Student Citizenship Awards evening, has graciously
suggested that Government House could host this important event in future. | have
formally requested that the 2026 Student Citizenship Awards be held at Government
House in October 2026.

The Branch AGM is scheduled for 11 February 2026, and once again | thank all
our committee members for their dedicated volunteer efforts in making possible the
range of activities and initiatives that enrich our Branch community.

ACT BRANCH

OFFICE HOLDERS AND
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Patron
Dr Suzanne Packer AO

Branch Nominated Director
Michael Crane DSC and Bar, AM

Chair

Andrew Phelan AM
chairact@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
Mobile: 0417 267 609

Secretary
Robert Altamore OAM

Treasurer
Phil Morrall AM CSC

Committee Members

Lynne Duckham OAM

Mainul Haque OAM

Greg Hood AO

Dr Joseph Johnson CSC, OAM, AAM
Prof Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt AO

Julie Long OAM

David Templeman AM

Desmond Woods OAM

EVENTS

25 NOVEMBER 2025: THE OAA -
AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE ORATION

The annual Order of Australia Association — Australian Defence
Force Oration, established in 2011, is an initiative of the ACT Branch
of the Association. To contribute to the Association’s purpose
and objects, the Oration has the dual aims of recognising the
contribution made by military members of the Order of Australia
to the fabric of Australian society; and promoting community
awareness of the strategies, ways and means through which the
ADEF seeks to achieve its mission and purpose ‘to defend Australia
and its national interests in order to advance Australia’s security
and prosperity’.

This year we were very grateful to Admiral David Johnston AC RAN,
Chief of the Australian Defence Force, for giving the 2025 Oration
on National Defence Strategy, Transformation of Capabilities and
Defence Culture. Admiral Johnston’s thoughtful examination of the
National Defence Strategy has given us his eminent perspective
on the strategic challenges and opportunities facing Australia,
provided insights into the transformation of defence capabilities,
and offered a compelling vision of how the ADF is adapting
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to meet the demands of an evolving security environment.
Michael Crane DSC & Bar AM introduced Admiral Johnston and
gave the vote of thanks.

A transcript of Admiral Johnston’s Oration is available at
https:/theorderofaustralia.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/
Order-of-Australia-Association-Australian-Defence-Force-
Oration-by-the-Chief-of-the-Defence-as-delivered.pdf.

Previous Orations are available on the Association’s website
at https:/theorderofaustralia.asn.au/act/events/oaa-australian-
defence-force-oration/.

(L-R) Mike Crane DSC and Bar, AM, Admiral David Johnston AC RAN, Andrew Phelan AM
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27 NOVEMBER 2025:
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF
HONOURS & AWARDS
CELEBRATORY

Fifty members and guests met for lunch at
the Canberra Southern Cross Yacht Club
to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the
Australian Honours and Awards system and
the achievements of everyday Australians
who have contributed to our nation and

Madeleine Johnson, Dr Joe Johnson CSC OAM AAM,
Andrew Phelan AM, Monica Phelan

FEATURED MEMBER
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its communities. Our Branch Patron Dr
Sue Packer AO spoke and highlighted the
Order’s role and impact, giving a personal
insight into her appreciation of the Honours
system as it is structured and how it
rewards Australian citizens for community
work and exceptional contributions to
society. Branch Treasurer Phil Morrall AM
CSC gave an amusing and cryptic outline of
links among many honours awardees.

27 JANUARY 2026: AUSTRALIA
DAY BREAKFAST

Eighty members attended our annual
Australia Day Breakfast and celebrated the
achievements of Australia Day awardees
from the ACT and region. The guest speaker
was Branch Committee member Dr Joe
Johnson CSC OAM AAM, who had a long
history of involvement with the Australian
Antarctic Programme and spoke about some
of the challenges of polar leadership and of
the Antarctic and the Southern Ocean.

Guests enjoyed hearing the personal
anecdotes of issues that arose over Joe's
time as Station Leader at Casey and Davis

Dr Sue Packer AO

Bases, including relationships with Chinese
and Russian stations. His leadership resulted
in his receiving the Antarctic Medal in
2001 and the 2022 Phillip Law medal in
recognition of his outstanding contribution
to Antarctic affairs and the wider Antarctic
Community, particularly for his station and
voyage leadership; as Antarctic Names and
Medal Committee Chairman and work in
relation to the Antarctic Air link and service
to the Australian National Antarctic Research
Expeditions (ANARE) Club. Dr Johnson was
awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia
in 2020 for service to veterans, and to the
community.

MAINUL HAQUE OAM: SERVICE, INCLUSION AND
THE QUIET POWER OF COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

For ACT Branch Committee member Mainul
Haque OAM, service has never been about
tittes or moments. It has been a lifelong
commitment grounded in  compassion,
inclusion and responsibility to others. Across
public  service, community leadership,
advocacy and governance, his work reflects a
deep belief that strong communities are built
through listening, collaboration and care for
the most vulnerable.

Born in Bangladesh in 1964, Mainul’s early
life was shaped by values of education,
faith  and community responsibility. His
father, a respected local leader, modelled
hilm (forbearance) and hikmah (wisdom) in
resolving community disputes with patience
and dignity, lessons that would later define
Mainul’s own approach to leadership.

Awarded a Malaysian Government scholarship,
Mainul studied Economics with a minor in
Islamic Studies at the International Islamic
University Malaysia, and later completed
postgraduate studies in Economics in Canada
before migrating to Australia in 1992. Mainul
would dedicate more than 30 years of public
service in Canberra across a range of central
APS agencies and policy environments,
including the Department of the Prime Minister
and Cabinet and the Treasury. Throughout his
career, he was widely regarded for his ability to
bridge policy, community insight and practical
outcomes.

Alongside his public service career, Mainul
has made significant contributions through
community leadership and governance. He has
served numerous boards and advisory bodies,
including the ACT Council of Social Service,
the ACT Multicultural Advisory Council and
the Health Care Consumer Association. Across
these roles, he has brought a strong focus on
accountability, ensuring diverse community
voices are reflected in institutional processes.

His most visible community leadership role
was as President of the Canberra Muslim
Community from 2015 to 2019. He assumed
the role at a time of significant challenge,
with no local mosque, limited resources and
a fragmented community. Through inclusive
leadership, he brought together a diverse,
multicultural committee, mobilised volunteers,
and inspired contribution, shared ownership
and collective effort. Within two years, the
Gungahlin  Mosque was completed and
opened.

Under his leadership, the mosque emerged
as a space of openness and engagement,
hosting large community iftars and open days,
welcoming neighbours, politicians, media,
church groups and non-Muslim Australians,
strengthening trust, understanding and social
cohesion.

Beyond faith-based leadership, Mainul has
been a strong advocate for inclusive public

policy, particularly for women and older
Australians from multicultural backgrounds.

In recent years, he has focused on aged
care for culturally and linguistically diverse
communities. Drawing on both policy
expertise and lived experience, he has
championed co-design, stronger community
partnerships and preventative approaches that
support ageing with dignity and connection.

Mainul Haque OAM
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THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION LTD
ABN 89 109 314 142

WILL YOU HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

As an awardee in the Order of Australia, you have made a distinctive contribution to Australia. The Board of the Order of
Australia Association Foundation asks you to consider making a further contribution to Australia by supporting its
Scholarship programme.

It represents an investment in Australia’s future

The Scholarship programme aims to identify full-time students in their second year of university who are exceptional in their field of
study, who have given back to the community, and who can benefit from the financial support provided by the Scholarship. It is hoped
these students have the potential to become future awardees of the Order of Australia.

It is life-changing for the recipient

The recipient receives $45,000 paid over two years. For the students selected, the value of the Scholarship is life-changing.

In addition, the recipient receives a mentorship from a member of the Order of Australia in the student’s area of expertise and career
ambition. Winners have described this as having a benefit beyond money.

It is prestigious

The scholarship is highly regarded not just by the recipients, but also by the universities with whom we work. That prestige is enhanced
by the presentation of the Scholarship awards by the Governor-General or her delegate at the Annual Dinner of the Order of Australia
Association. To date, 66 Scholarships have been awarded.

It is well governed

The Board of the Foundation maintains the highest standards of governance in relation to the awards, at the same time keeping costs to a
minimum.

It is tax deductible

Any donation made to the Scholarship programme of the Foundation is tax deductible. We have a rigorous programme of acknowledging
your donation and providing a receipt to enable you to claim your tax deduction.

By making a donation, you will make a real difference.

You can help by making a donation to the Order of Australia Association Foundation, no matter how large or small.

HOW TO MAKE A DONATION

Members can donate directly to the Foundation. Alternatively, members can donate to an Association National Scholarship
Programme which allows Branches and individual members to contribute to a consolidated account, which, when it reaches
the Scholarship funding level (currently $50,000), will allow the award of an Association Scholarship.

Donations made directly and indirectly attract DGR tax deductibility.
Donations may be made either by Credit Card or Electronic Payment:

Credit Card: Please go to the Foundation Website: www.oaafoundation.org.au

Electronic Payment:

Name of Account: The Order of Australia Association Foundation Ltd Gift Account

BSB No: 013 006

Account No: 314735771
So we can provide a Tax Receipt, please advise name for Tax Receipt and details of method of payment to:
sec@oaafoundation.com.au

For further information, please contact: Chair, Order of Australia Association Foundation
Tel: (02) 8232 8508 or (02) 6273 5995
Website: www.oaafoundation.org.au
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CHAIR'S REPORT

Tony Metcalf OAM
Branch Chair
chairsa@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

In looking back over the last year, | reflected on the many

activities that the Branch has organised for our members,

both in Adelaide and in our country regions. We have

held Fellowship Lunches, New Recipient Receptions,

celebrations of Australia Day and the King’s Birthday,

our AGM, a Christmas Morning Tea, and a Student
Citizenship Award presentation ceremony.

At each of these events, we paused to reflect on the day 50 years ago that the
Order of Australia was instituted by Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth I, Queen
of Australia.

We particularly thank our Branch Patron, Her Excellency the Honourable Frances
Adamson AC, Governor of South Australia, and Mr Rod Bunten, for hosting a
special reception at Government House for the Student Citizenship Awards ‘With
Distinction’ recipients (the ‘Top Ten’) and also attending our earlier King’s Birthday
lunch.

We pay tribute to one of our Branch Committee members, Pamela Rajkowski
OAM, who has received a unique award from the international Afghan association,
the ‘Ghulam Muhammad Ghobaar’ History Award, acknowledging her 40 plus
years of research and writing on the Afghan cameleers of Australia between 1860
and the 1920s.

I would also like to acknowledge a special honour conferred upon one of our
members, Judith Leeson AM, who has been appointed a Companion of Flinders
University based on her 70-year career in early childhood education, disability
services and career development and transition services for disadvantaged groups.
The award recognises her generous contribution of time and expertise to the
university and the community as an advocate for the quality care of our older
citizens, and improving the lives of older Australians and their families. Judith is a
former SA Branch Committee member and is a member of our Student Citizenship
Awards Selection and Assessment Panel.

South Australia has agreed to host the 2027 Conference in Adelaide from Thursday
13 to Sunday 16 May. A preliminary planning committee has been established
to begin developing this event. In particular, | have had discussions with various
members, both local and national, about the format of this conference, primarily
regarding the structure so we can arrange interesting discretionary site visits on the
Friday afternoon when most businesses/sites would be open. We look forward to
welcoming you to Adelaide in 2027!

On behalf of the Branch Committee and members of the SA Branch, | send you our
best wishes for 2026.

FORTHCOMING SA BRANCH ACTIVITIES

Saturday 14 March: Annual General Meeting

Friday 27 March: Riverland and Mallee Regional Group luncheon meeting
Thursday 30 April: Honours recipients fellowship luncheon

Friday 1 May: Fleurieu Regional Group luncheon

Sunday 3 May: Yorke Peninsula Regional Group luncheon meeting
Monday 18 May: New Recipients’ Reception

Saturday 6 June: SA Branch King’s Birthday Luncheon

Thursday 25 June: Honours recipients fellowship luncheon

SOUTH
AUSTRALIA
BRANCH
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EVENTS
STUDENT CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 2025

In an award ceremony held at Government House Adelaide, Her
Excellency the Hon. Frances Adamson AC, Governor of South
Australia and SA Branch Patron, presented ‘With Distinction’
plaques to the Top 10 students in the Order of Australia Association
SA Branch Student Citizenship Awards.

Her Excellency then presented Callum Mclntyre-Gregory, a year 12
student from Mount Gambier High School, with a special trophy
in recognition of his outstanding achievement: the Keith ‘Chook’
Fowler OAM Award for the Student Citizen of the Year. Callum is
the inaugural recipient of this award under this title.

Respected as School Captain, Callum is a standout leader of the
Student Representative Council and founder of a regional student
advisory network linking schools across south-east South Australia.

Callum McIntyre-Gregory and his mother with Her Excellency, Adjunct Professor Rob
Fowler (right), son of the late Keith ‘Chook’ Fowler OAM, and Chook’s grandson Andrew

FOURTH-QUARTER EVENTS

At an Open Day held at Government House Adelaide on Sunday
12 October, two Branch Committee members were on duty at
the Australian Honours medal display. They offered our Branch
information brochure, which is directed at existing recipients of
the Order of Australia, to give an overview of the SA Branch and
the benefits of membership of the Association. We also had on
hand an insert informing members of the public about the Order of
Australia and the nomination process.

On Wednesday 12 November, Her Excellency The Governor and
Mr Bunten hosted representatives of their patronage organisations
at the annual Government House Patronage Garden Reception,
an event that acknowledges the endeavours of these various
organisations and the benefits they bring to the South Australian
community. The SA Branch was represented by Chairman Tony
Metcalf OAM and Cheryl Metcalf, and Deputy Chairman Noel
Hender OAM BEM and Jill Hender. Other Branch members were
also in attendance, representing other associations with which they
are affiliated.
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Her Excellency the Hon. Frances Adamson AC, Governor of South Australia and SA Branch
Patron, with the “With Distinction” award recipients

He also volunteers as a coach, referee and mentor, supporting
students of all backgrounds. Callum has championed several
equity initiatives, including creating the regional Student Cultural
Advisory Group, giving culturally and linguistically diverse students
a platform to share experiences and shape school culture.

The Keith ‘Chook’ Fowler OAM Award celebrates young leaders
who embody citizenship and service. Callum’s achievement
highlights the strength of youth leadership in regional South
Australia and the transformative impact of student voice. We
congratulate Callum on this wonderful achievement.

Senior students are nominated by their schools and selected
from submissions assessed against four criteria: leadership,
contributions to the school and/or community, contributions to the
environment and/or community development, as well as pride in
Australian citizenship. For 2025, 47 submissions were received for
consideration, from 33 schools and colleges.

For three years starting 2025, the SA Branch is continuing the
tradition of presenting all Award recipients with a special medallion.
These medallions are provided through the generous support of the
Government of South Australia.

The SA Branch display at the Government House Adelaide Open Day



We held our annual Christmas Morning
Tea on Friday 12 December, with Rachel
Zaltron OAM, the Founder and General
Manager of Back Packs 4 SA Kids as Guest

THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION

(QB20). Backpacks 4 SA Kids exists to
provide resources to contribute to the care,
safety and wellbeing of children and young
people during periods of dislocation from

Speaker. Rachel received the OAM, for home and routine care.

service to children and young people

FEATURED MEMBER

Rachel Zaltron OAM

PAMELA RAJKOWSKI OAM: A UNIQUE AWARD

The international Afghan association ‘8AM MEDIA’, based in
Canada, held its 2025 annual international awards ceremony in
Melbourne on 7 December 2025, honouring individuals whose
contributions have significantly shaped Afghanistan’s arts, culture,
human rights and innovation. The event is held to recognise the
contributions of Afghans in Afghanistan and worldwide.

The 8AM Committee extraordinarily selected Pamela Rajkowski
OAM to be the recipient of their ‘Ghulam Muhammad Ghobaar’
History Award, acknowledging more than 40 years of research
and writing on the Afghan cameleers of Australia between 1860
and the 1920s.

Pamela Rajkowski OAM with her Award

The award is named after Ghulam Muhammad Ghobaar who
was an academic, journalist, historical author and activist in
Afghanistan from the 1910s to the 1930s, imprisoned for his views.

Pamela was presented with a trophy and certificate for her
significant contribution from pen to thought to paper among the
diverse creative Afghans in Australia and internationally. Pamela
said, “It was such an honour for me on the day to be the only
non-Afghan recipient among about 20 prominent Afghans coming
up on stage to receive awards”.

An SA Branch Committee member since 2020, Pamela is a South
Australian research author, specialising in the history, heritage
and contribution of the Australian Afghan cameleers. She has
collaborated widely with Afghan cameleer descendants and has
been a consultant to several state and national bodies, including
the SA Museum, Adelaide City Council, Adelaide Cemeteries
Authority, the Adelaide City Mosque and the National ABC
Coasts series.

Pamela is the author of three published books. She was awarded
the Medal of the Order of Australia in the 2008 Queen’s Birthday
Honours List, for service to the community through research into
the history of the Afghan and Aboriginal cameleers in Australia.

The ‘Ghulam Muhammad Ghobaar’ History Award acknowledges Pamela’s 40+ years of
research and writing
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REFLECTING ON PROGRESS

DR HELEN NUGENT AC

CHAIR, ORDER OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION

A

Three years after the Foundation Board refreshed its strategy, and
with the start of a new year, it is timely to report on progress that
has been made.

Our purpose, reaffirmed in 2023, is “to support the next generation
of leaders by helping promising young Australians achieve their
potential for the benefit of future generations of Australians”.

Fundamental to the achievement of that purpose is the
identification of exceptional second-year university students who
have excelled academically, who have a strong track record of
giving back to the community, who have a vision as to where
they want to make a difference, and who will benefit from the
financial support provided by a Foundation Scholarship. The
selection process involves working with the relevant universities
in a consistent and rigorous way to identify worthy awardees and
then supporting them with a mentor from the Order of Australia
who can provide guidance to maximise their career potential.

Over the past three years, 17 such extraordinary individuals
have been identified. Full profiles of these individuals have been
provided in past issues of The Order magazine. They include
Ms Jennifer Corderoy from the University of New England, who
wants to give back to the agricultural community from which she
comes by helping improve sustainability, both through research
and advocacy; Mr Ayman Miazi, from Monash University, who is
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specialising in aerospace engineering and who, after undertaking
a Doctorate at MIT, wants to start a successful company that
develops reusable rocket systems for interplanetary missions;
and Mr Ockert Visser from the University of Western Australia,
who is focused on a career in quantum computing where he
wants to push boundaries. This is just a snapshot of the amazing
individuals who have been selected as awardees.

Jennifer Corderoy and Ayman Miazi at the 2025 OAA Gala Ball

Ockert Visser with Her Excellency the Governor-General at Government House



The mentors for these and other awardees
have been truly exceptional. They include
Mr Tim Fairfax AC, The Hon. Michael
Kirby AC CMG, Mr Nicholas Moore AO,
The Hon Robert French AC, and the late
Professor Emma Johnston AO. Attracting
mentors of this quality has been integral
to the Foundation’s efforts to ensure the
potential of each awardee is fulfilled. We
acknowledge and thank all mentors who
have so willingly given of their energy
and wisdom. The quality of their input is
a guiding star to the mentees, with every
effort being made to provide the best fit
possible. From the awardees’ perspective,
they describe the mentorship provided as
being life-transformative.

Over the past three years, the Foundation
has also worked assiduously with its
partner universities to lift the rigour and
consistency of the assessment process to
attract and then select awardees. This
has involved greater standardization of
the process, as well as much greater

engagement  with  each university.
The strategic decision to increase the
geographic  diversity of states and

universities from which scholars are drawn
made this an imperative. Table 1 provides
a snapshot of how the geographic spread
from which awardees have come has
changed from the end of 2022 to 2025.

Table 1: Geographic spread

Total Total
site | rumberof | mumber o
End of 2022 | End of 2025
VIC 14 17
SA 13 13
NSW 8 12
WA 2 7
QLD 2 6
NT 4 5
TAS 4 4
ACT 2 2
TOTAL 49 66

The change in profile reflects the profile
of donors, the Foundation Board’s desire
to minimize travelling costs to attend the
presentation dinner by increasing the
proportion of awardees coming from
the state where the Order of Australia
Association Conference is being held, as
well as a desire for greater geographic
diversity. It is encouraging to see
this increased diversification, while
recognizing that more can still be done.
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Despite there being no shift in the number
of awardees coming from South Australia,
the University of Adelaide remains the
university with the highest number of
awardees (10), followed by the University
of Melbourne, University of Western
Australia and Charles Darwin University
(@l with 5), and then the University of
Sydney, University of NSW, Queensland
University and University of Tasmania (all
with 4).

Another significant change over the past
three years has been the introduction
of the Round Table Conference with
the Governor-General at the time of the
announcement of the awardees for that
year. In 2023, it was held at Admiralty
House in Sydney with His Excellency,
the Hon. David Hurley AC and in 2024
with Her Excellency, the Hon. Sam
Mostyn AC. In 2025, Her Excellency
hosted the awardees at Government
House in Canberra. The strong support
of Their Excellencies for the Scholarship
programme has immeasurably enhanced
the prestige of the Scholarship. It provides
a truly life-defining experience for the
Scholars, helps attract broader national
media coverage, as well as helping create
a bond among each cohort of scholars.
They have a real sense of sharing a lived
common experience and the ideals of the
Order of Australia. The Foundation is
immensely grateful for the patronage and
support of Their Excellencies.

Another strategic decision made in
2025 was to increase the value of the
Scholarship to the awardee from $40,000
to $45,000, while holding funding for
travel and other costs for each scholar
constant at $5,000. This decision by the
Foundation Board was not taken lightly. It
was consistent with the Board’s desire to
maintain the prestige of the Scholarship
against the backdrop of significant
increases in the cost of living. The value
of the Scholarship had not changed since
the Scholarship was established in 2004.

The average number of Scholarshipsoffered
each year has more than doubled over the
past three years from 2.57 Scholarships
from 2004 to 2022 to 5.67 Scholarships
from 2023 to 2025. As a result, the total
average value of Scholarships funded each
year has increased by 130 percent from
$102,800 to $236,666.

None of this would have been possible
without the generous support of our
donors. That reflects increased support
across the board for which we are
immensely grateful. ~ Table 2 shows
how the donor support base has been
broadened.

Table 2: Donor profiles

Total Total
number of | number of
Donor scholars scholars
End of End of
2022 2025
Foundation
19 24
Board
External
Foundations 13 17
and Estates
Individuals
and 11 12
Corporations
Order of
Australia 4 7
Association
Order of
A .
ustrglla. 9 5
Association
Branches
r .
oundation 0 1
Corpus
TOTAL 49 66

The support, not just of Foundation
Board members, but also of the Order of
Australia Association and the Branches,
along with external individuals, has made
a real difference.

Another indication of the growing strength
of the Foundation is the increase in its
reserves. Although, over the period 2023
to 2025, an all-time record of $710,000
has been allocated to Scholarships,
the Foundation’s corpus has grown by
94 per cent from $2.58 million to just over
$5 million. This allowed us in 2025 to fund
the first Scholarship from the Foundation’s
corpus. We plan to do more in future.

In summary, the Foundation is going
from strength to strength with a view to
offering life-transformative Scholarships to
exceptional individuals who have a real
ability to make a difference to the future of
Australia. This is a noble cause. We thank
all our supporters, and we look forward to
building on this momentum.

PAGE 35



GIFT GIVING FOR FRIENDS, FAMILY AND
YOURSELF AT THE OAA MERCHANDISE SHOP

Tote Bag $12.00

Cap $21.00
Cuff
Links
$35.00
Bucket Hat
$16.00 Cooler Bag
$20.00
Document Bag
My, $37.00
@ Socks
$11.00
Pen in gift box $7.00
Socks $11.00
Key ring in gift box
$12.00
Lapel pin $15.00 Pack of 5 Cards
$10.00
Grey A
Blue Knit scarf Blue 533r83
Knit scarf $25.00 Silk scarf .
$26.00 $52.00
Beanie $18.00 Bag
Holder
$10.00
Umbrella
$30.00

Ties $30.00 each

Enquiries or phone orders Barb 0413 008 571

All items in the OAA range can be purchased at
www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/shopping-cart



http://www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/shopping-cart

